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PREFACE. 



The circumstances which occasioned the 
publication of the following Lectures will 
be found detailed in the statement pre- 
fixed to the list of subscribers. Those 
who have kindly befriended the under- 
taking will be gratified by learning that 
it has succeeded. The Author not only 
expects^ with tolerable certainty, to find 
himself reimbursed^ by the sale of this 
little volume, for the advance which he 
had ventured to make toward discharging 
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The circumstances which occasioned the 
publication of the following Lectures will 
be found detailed in tlie statement pre- 
fixed to the list of subscribers. Those 
who have kindly befriended the under- 
taking will be gratified by learning that 
it has succeeded. The Author not only 
expects, with tolerable certainty, to find 
himself reimbursed, by the sale of this 
little volume, for the advance which he 
had ventured to make toward discharging 



the outstanding expenses of the erection 
of a free church in his parish, but also 
entertains a hope, that the disposal of the 
remaining copies may enable him to in- 
crease his subscription toward the erection 
of the new Church school-rooms which 
he had in contemplation. The founda- 
tions of the building intended for that 
purpose are already laid, under much 
encouragement vouchsafed by a gracious 
Providence. 

It was his aim, in the composition of 
these Lectures, and it has been so in the 
revisal of them, to keep close to Scrip- 
ture, and to exhibit its truths practically. 
He has ever found application to be the 
most difficult part of the preacher's office, 
but is thoroughly convinced that its im- 
portance is proportionate to its difficulty. 
In attempting it on the present occasion. 



he has wished to go no farther than the 
test (as it were) led him by the hand. 
The same rule has been carefully observed 
as to doctrinal statements ; yet it has been 
a source of grateful satisfaction to him to 
be enabled to trace the grand truths of the 
Gospel of God, on the tablets of the Old 
Testament, in characters which became 
the more distinct the more closely the 
narrative under study was investigated. 
May it be granted to his readers to dis- 
cern this testimony to the uniformity of 
Divine tnith with a liveliness of percep- 
tion far exceeding his own! 

If there be found, in the course of pe- 
rusal, a passage penned under feelings of 
grief and indignation at the feebleness and 
ambiguity of the support which the most 
sacred institutions of our country were 
then receiving from men in power, let it 
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the outstanding expenses of the erection 
of a free church in his parish, but also 
entertains a hope, that the disposal of the 
remaining copies may enable him to in- 
crease his subscription toward the erection 
of the new Church school-rooms which 
he had in contemplation. The founda- 
tions of the building intended for that 
purpose are already laid, under mucli 
encouragement vouchsafed by a gracious 
Providence. 

It was his aim, in the composition of 
these Lectures, and it has been so in the 
revisal of them, to keep close to Scrip- 
ture, and to exhibit its truths practically. 
He has ever found applicaiio?i to be the 
most difficult part of the preacher's office, 
but is thoroughly convinced that its im- 
portance is proportionate to its difficulty. 
■ in attempting it on the present occasion, 
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he has wished to go no farther than the* 
text (as it were) led him by the hand. 
The same rule has been carefully observed 
as to doctrinal statements ; yet it has been 
a source of grateful satisfaction to hira to 
be enabled to trace the grand truths of the 
Gospel of God, on the tablets of the Old 
Testament, in characters which became 
the more distinct the more closely the 
narrative under study was investigated. 
May it be granted to his readers to dis- 
cern this testimony to the uniformity of 
Divine truth with a livehness of percep- 
tion far exceeding his own ! 

If there be found, in the course of pe- 
rusal, a passage penned under feelings of 
grief and indignation at the feebleness and 
ambiguity of the support which the most 
sacred institutions of our country were 
then receiving from men in power, let it 



VIU PREFACE . 

be accompanied with this confession of the 
writer^ that he questions^ on reflection^ 
not the justice of the apprehensions thus 
avowed, but the propriety of avowing 
them in that shape and place. 

Warminster Vicarage, 
Nov. 26, 1834. 
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he has twi8h>d(toefgoi']i^ farther tlttD the 
text; (asdit tigtstgs) led him by the hand. 
The sanleYu}e!ia8'beefll careftdly observed 
asto<doetrin£di8fc8Aements; yet it has been 
a soQree)Qf igtatefiilsatisfEurtion to him to 
be eilabled to trace the grand truths of the 
Godpd of G6d, on the tablets of the Old 
Tei^mekit, in characters which became 
the= more distinct the more closely the 
narrati^^ under study was investigated. 
May it be granted to his readers to dis- 
cern this testimony to the uniformity of 
Divine truth with a liveliness of percep- 
tion far exceeding his own ! 

If there be founds in the course of pe- 
rusal, a passage penned under feelings of 
grief and indignation at the feebleness and 
ambiguity of the si^>port which the most 
sacred institutions of our country were 
then receiving firom men in power, let it 



the advaoce to him, by subscribing' to the uoderT 
mentioned book. It will not be larg^er than an 
ordinary five-shilling volume, 

^^ Lectures on the Life of Samuel, j^reczc^t^d 
at Warminster^ during Lent, 1834, 5y WiUidm 
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half^-ffuinea, to be paid on delivery, H is 
expected that the volume will be issmd in 
November J^ 
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The circumstances which occasioned the 
publication of the following Lectures will 
be found detailed in the statement pre- 
fixed to the hst of subscribers. Those 
who have kindly befriended the under- 
taking will be gratiiied by learning that 
it has succeeded. The Author not only 
expects, with tolerable certainty, to find 
himself reimbursed, by the sale of this 
little volume, for the advance which he 
had ventured to make toward discharging 
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the outstanding expenses of the erection 
of a free church in his parishj but also 
entertains a hope, that the disposal of the 
remaining copies may enable him to in- 
crease his subscription toward the erection 
of the new Church school-rooms which 
he had in contemplation. The founda- 
tions of the building intended for that 
purpose are already laid, under much 
eacour^ement vouchsaCed by a gracious 
Providence. 

i It was his aim, in the composition of 
these Lectures, and it has been so in the 
revisal of them, to keep close to Scrip- 
ture, and to exhibit its truths practically. 
He has ever found application to be the 
most difficult part of the preacher's office, 
but is thoroughly convinced that its im- 
portance is proportionate to its difficulty. 
In attempting it on the present occasion. 



he has wished to go no farther than the 
text (as it were) led him hy the hand. 
The same rule has been carefully observed 
as to doctrinal statements ; yet it has been 
a source of grateful satisfaction to him to 
be enabled to trace the grand truths of the 
Gospel of God, on the tablets of the Old 
Testament, in characters which became 
the more distinct the more closely the 
narrative under study was investigated. 
May it be granted to his readers to dis- 
cern this testimony to the uniformity of 
Divine truth with a liveliness of percep- 
tion far exceeding his own ! 

If there be found, in the course of pe- 
rusal, a passage penned under feelings of 
grief and indignation at the feebleness and 
ambiguity of the support which the most 
sacred institutions of our country were 
then receiving from men in power, let it 
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be accompanied with this confession of the 
writer, that he questions, on reflection, 
not the justice of the apprehensions thus 
avowed, but the propriety of avowing 
them in that shape and place. 

Warminster Vicarage, 
Nov. 26, 1834. 
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The following statement was put in cir- 
culation, through private friends, about 
two months ago, and has met with the 
kind reception evidenced by the annexed 
list of subscribers : — 

" September <Jth, 1834. 

" In order to clear the way for procuring con- 
tributions sufficient for tlie building of Church 
Sunday- School Rooms, { to serve also for a 
Week-day Girls' School, and an Intaiit School,) 
at Warminster, the Rev. William Dalby, 
Vicar of tlie Parish, has advanced about eighty 
pounds, to pay off the outstanding expenses of 
the erection of a free Church in that place. 

" As he cannot afford to give this sum, he 
invites those who are well-disposed towards 
churcji and school-building to assist in icphicing 
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VIU PREFACE. 

be accompanied with this confession of the 
writer, that he questions, on reflection, 
not the justice of the apprehensions thus 
avowed, but the propriety of avowing 
them in that shape and place. 

Warminster Vicarage, 
Nov. 26, 1834. 
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LECTURE I. 



We do all things, dearly beloved, for jour ediiying. 

So to preach as to reach the heart is no 
easy matter. So to touch the heart, when 
it is reached, as to imbue it with Christian 
affections, and to incline it toward Christ- 
ian views and purposes, is harder still. 
To improve natural emotions into spiri- 
tual convictions, to gain a thorough as- 
sent to humiliating reflections and self- 
condemning conclusions : to build up 
awakened and impressed minds in faith 
and hope : to " comfort the feeble-minded, 
support the weak," to prop " the bruised 
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2 LECTURE I. 

reed," and fan " the smoking flax" into 
ailame : — Oh! who is sufficient for these 
things ? 

" Our sufficiency is of God." He can 
make us influential, if He will; He can 
make us " wise to win souls." And He 
will, if we desire it of Him, heartily and 
humbly. He will, without " exalting us 
overmuch," or derogating from his own 
peculiar glory in the more immediate 
operation of his Spirit on the souls of 
those whom we address. " We have 
this treasure," the Gospel which He has 
charged us to deliver, " in earthen vessels," 
that the excellency of the power may be 
of God, and not of us. 

But it is a part of our duty, as Christ- 
ian ministers, to inquire how we may 
best shape, on each particular occasion, 
our delivery of his unchangeable truths. 
It is incumbent on us to cast about, and 
consider what seems likely to prove the 
most interesting way of exhibiting them, 
the most persuasive mode of inculcating 
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them, under existing opportunities. Our 
pulpit discourses require this previous cir- 
cumspection quite as much as our more 
private ministrations. Allowing for the 
probability of our underrating, through 
impatience and want of faith, the in- 
fluence of our sermons, there still remains 
evidence enough of their comparative in- 
efliciency, to remind us continually of the 
necessity of examining ourselves whether 
we have laid out our " one talent" to its 
utmost use in the preparation of them. 
The question constantly recurs, have we 
yet adopted every method which Scrip- 
tural precept or approved precedent sug- 
gests as suited to induce our fellow-men 
to hear " the truth in love ?" 

Among the plans which this inquiry 
would seem to have originated, is that of 
delivering a course of lectures occasion- 
ally on some Scripture character. This is 
a procedure which has proved eminently 
useful in several quarters, and although 
the success which has thus attended on 
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it, may be in a great measure imputable 
to the due employment of ministerial 
talents, which are not granted to every 
clergyman, it would be very wrong in any 
of us, who belong to that sacred order, to 
despair altogether of usefulness in the 
same style of discourse. " Our suffi- 
ciency" (we should repeat to ourselves) 
" is of God." He will not suffer us to 
fail of accomplishing some little share of 
good, fully proportionate to the weaker 
powers with which He has entrusted us. 

It is concerning the tone in which we 
may express our conceptions of the cha- 
racter which we select for consideration 
that we should be chiefly anxious. From 
material error, from dangerous misinter- 
pretation, we may on the warrant of 
Divine promise expect to be preserved, if 
we implore the Divine guidance with sin- 
cere humility. God will do this for us, 
for the sake of that portion of his people 
to whom we minister, under the authority 
of an ordination derived from the commis- 
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sion vested in his Apostles. But we may 
betray a dogmatising spirit ; we may show 
ourselves to be writing more from the 
head than from the heart, more in the 
pride of opinion than through the desire 
of usefulness ; and He may not restrain 
us. For an exposure of this kind may be 
a lesson salutary to us, and not injurious 
to others. Let us, however, supplicate 
Him to avert from us such a mortification. 
Let us always pray Him to take away 
from us beforehand all ambition of dis- 
play, and to substitute for it a modest, 
careful, affectionate spirit of inquiry and 
application. 

Thus would I, for one, beseech God 
to prepare me for the undertaking which 
I now commence. 

My purpose and desire may be thus 
farther declared. 

Are there any among those whose at- 
tention I am occupying, who have been 
in the habit of enjoying the services 
of some dear relative or friend as a 
b3 



LECTURE I. 

reader to the family circle in which they 
meet? And if so, is it his habit oc- 
casionally to bring before them some 
simple illustration of the passage which 
he has just finished, or point out some 
practical inference from it which a pre- 
vious perusal had suggested to him ? In 
that case, they know already the office 
which I wish to discharge : they are ac- 
quainted with the position which I desire 
to take. Only, the book from which I 
shall read will be the Holy Bible, which 
requires caution mingled with reverence 
from every mortal mind which ventures 
to comment on it. The character which 
I shall endeavour to develope, and from 
which I shall essay to elicit some im- 
provmg admonitions, will be that of one 
of the " holy men of God," Samuel, the 
prophet of the Lord. 

Such being our subject, you who are 
giving me your attention, should pray 
that I may " rightiy divide the word of 
truth," showing you the genuine Samuel 
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of the Scriptures instructively. And I 
should entreat God for you, that you may 
" hear the word meekly, receive it with 
pure affection, and bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit." But I will revert more 
fully to the subject of preparatory prayer, 
when I have concluded a few remarks, 
which shall now be ofFered to you on the 
peculiar advantages derivable from the 
study of Scripture characters, and the 
peculiar cautions which it is requisite to 
observe, in drawing inferences from them 
for our guidance. 

If we keep closely and perseveringly to 
the outline of Scripture, we shall find 
that every narrative contained in it leads 
ultimately to the same grand result ; de- 
monstration of the wisdom and the good- 
ness of God's ways with man. But the 
track is sometimes comparatively faint, 
sometimes even apparently intricate and 
perplexed. This is to stimulate our indus- 
try. In other cases, it is broad and bright. 
This is to encourage our progress. Still, 
b4 
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if it were not for one remarkable feature 
in the Divine dispensations, we should 
often be at a loss for a connecting link 
between the clear and the obscure. One 
system of agency, almost exclusively em- 
ployed by the Almighty, furnishes a per- 
petual clue to the consistency of his pro- 
vidences. Man is made his chief instru- 
ment in his gracious dealing with man. 
Thus the personal history of the patriarch 
or the prophet, of the apostle or the mar- 
tyr, is identical with the detail of those 
events by which designs of Almighty love 
proceed to their destined issue ; and the 
biography of the servant of God, is the re- 
gister of the mercies of God. Even in the 
crowning act of grace and consummation 
of all prophecy, the achievement of man's 
deliverance from sin and death, the same 
rule holds. The believer's charter of 
pardon is found written in the life and 
death of Christ the Son of God, God mani- 
fest in the flesh, the elect of the Father, 
in whom his soul delighted. We are 
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not aware how materially we are indebted 
to this mode of revelation, for the ease 
and simplicity of our elements of doc- 
trine. We acquire the benefit insensibly, 
and could only be made to perceive its 
extent by being deprived of our recollec- 
tion of the history of the Bible, and being 
required to learn anew the substance of 
our faith, without any help from its con- 
nexion with the facts in which it was 
there embodied. There is a natural ten- 
dency in the memory to lay hold on per- 
sonal adventure, and to imbibe the moral 
associations involved with it. It has 
pleased God to sanctify this propensity to 
an inestimable use, by making it the 
channel through which the record of his 
condescension to our fallen world chiefly 
engages our attention, explains itself to 
our understanding, and interests our af- 
fections. On opening the pages which 
are " given by inspiration," we find beings 
" of like passions with ourselves," the 
hearers of his messages of mercy and of 
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warning, the subjects of his dispensations 
of grace and of chastisement. Among 
these, a few are conspicuous, as distin- 
guished by signal tokens of his confi- 
dence, and honoured by Him, either with 
a special commission to impart his reve- 
lations to their fellow-creatures, or with 
an express direction, to exemplify the 
course which He would have them take, as 
" pilgrims" that " desire a better country, 
that is, a heavenly," On these his chosen 
instruments our curiosity naturally fixes 
its gaze. They are personages not so 
awful as to intimidate us from scrutiniz- 
ing their conduct, nor too sublime for us 
to conceive a sympathy with their emo- 
tions and resolves. Had the Divine will 
been made known to us only through 
" the ministration of angels," and no 
other examples of obedience been pro- 
posed to us than we could gather from 
occasional glimpses of those ethereal 
spirits, we should have been tempted to 
regard the path of duty as we now do 
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the track of a sunbeam, glorious but im- 
practicable. It is the human pattern 
which takes away all excuse from us. It 
supplies a scale of gradation beginning 
with the feeblest efforts of the strug- 
gling soul, (for instance, with the " Lord 
I believe; help thou mine unbelief!" 
of the father of the demoniac boy,) 
and rising through accessible stages, to 
the nearest approach of which frail mor- 
tality is capable, to the perfect model 
exhibited by the " holy, harmless, unde- 
filed" Son of Man. We read, and recog- 
nise like weaknesses, and (except in Him) 
like failures to our own. But grace was 
ultimately triumphant in those who ex- 
perienced them. And why should it not 
be so in us ? The first step of the ladder 
which reaches to heaven is thus placed at 
our own doors. 

It is in the Old Testament that the 
thread of personal history, is most closely 
strung with pearls of lively instruction. 
Especially in its earlier books, God teaches 



chiefly by the example and experience of 
his saints. Prophets and Evangelists, 
were afterward guided to preach the truth 
in a more doctrinal shape, yet still with a 
tissue of narrative interwoven. But in 
the Pentateuch, (with the peculiar excep- 
tion of the law given from mount Sinai,) 
and in the historical books which follow, 
how much of narrative there is, how little 
of direct precept ! It is clear that this is 
intentionally so ordered, and that we are 
to seek our education for the deep and 
lofty lessons of the Gospel, in the spirit- 
stirring annals of the people who lived 
under the remoter dispensation. 

Let us seek it. They live again for 
our information in the sacred pages. 
" Being dead," they "yet speak." They 
succeed one to another, from generation 
to generation, in the office of hereditary 
witnesses, to the promises and the warn- 
ings given to the seed of Adam at the 
fall, to the blessing and to the curse, be- 
tween which the destiny of every living 
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being is suspended. They constitute (as 
was said a little while ago) a chain of 
illustrious agents in the development of 
the scheme of human redemption, which 
gives at once connexion and conspicuous- 
ness to the stages of its progress. 

Let us study their lives more minutely. 
The occasional brevity of the record, 
will not hinder us from acquiring a more 
extended acquaintance, with their habi- 
tual principles and conduct than we may, 
at first sight, think possible. The volume 
of Holy Writ is not, like many an earthly 
mine of precious ore, full of disappear- 
ances and disappointments not compen- 
sated by any subsequent discoveries. 
When we lose sight of the train of action 
which we are tracing, it is only during 
some interval in which it is proceeding 
by steps, which we can generally supply 
with ease, from the circumstances under 
which it next presents itself. The chasm 
is seldom a source of embarrassment to 
us. At least, it need not remain so. 
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being is suspended. Tliey constitute (as 
was said a little while ago) a chain of 
illustrious agents in the development of 
the scheme of human redemption, which 
gives at once connexion and conspicuous- 
ness to the stages of its progress. 

Let us study their lives more minutely. 
The occasional brevity of the record, 
will not hinder us from acquiring a more 
extended acquaintance, with their habi- 
tual principles and conduct than we may, 
at first sight, think possible. The volume 
of Holy Writ is not, like many an earthly 
mine of precious ore, full of disappear- 
ances and disappointments not compen- 
sated by any subsequent discoveries. 
When we lose sight of the train of action 
which we are tracing, it is only during 
some interval in which it is proceeding 
by steps, which we can generally supply 
with ease, from the circumstances under 
which it next presents itself. The chasm 
is seldom a source of embarrassment to 
us. , At least, it need not remain so. 



Usually, it is but a field of exercise for 
sober conjecture and interesting medita- 
tion. 

I have now touched upon the principal 
advantages derivable from the study of 
Scripture biography. They seem to con- 
sist in the near view which we thus obtain 
of Divine grace, working upon such ma- 
terials as we ourselves are composed of; 
in the connectedness which the lineage 
and life of each individual impart to the 
practical truths taught in what he did 
and suffered : in the sympathy which 
such trials excite in us, and in the emula- 
tion which their triumphs provoke : in 
the singular union which their adventures 
exhibit, of familiar detail and Divine in- 
terposition, so intermixed that the na- 
turalness of the one is not disturbed by 
the tniraculousness of the other. The 
whole is blended in a sequence of domes- 
tic events, extending through that which 
is told, and that which is left untold, re- 
gularly enough to enable us to fill up 



every observable blank with satisfactory 
probability, and without any strained sup- 
position. 

It remains, that I should express my 
sense of the cautions which it is requisite 
to observe, in the delineation of every 
Scripture character, except one. That 
one, the character of Christ, stands se- 
parate and alone, reaching to a height 
of purity, a breadth of usefulness, and 
a depth of wisdom, which even the most 
chaste and faithful pen confesses itself 
incompetent to describe adequately '. 
Still, the difficulty there experienced 
is simple and uniform. It is a difficulty 
resulting wholly from the feebleness 
of the copyist, measured against the 
perfection ofthe original. But when the 
course of action selected for comment 
is that of a mere human agent, the 

' See the Rev, C. R. Sumner (now Bishop of 
Winchester) on the Ministerial Character of Christ; 
and the Rev. H, Blunt's History of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Part I. 



obstacles are more complicated, though 
not so insurmountable. In the one case, 
there is a certainty of defect : in the other, 
multiplied risks of failure, both in excess 
and in defect. We may admire injudici- 
ously, we may commend erroneously, we 
may justify falsely. We may mistake the 
perverse ways of man for the direction of 
the Lord, and fancy grounds for com- 
mending conduct for which he is reserv- 
ing a retributive chastisement. It is thus 
that even the fraudulence of Rebekah ' and 
the licentiousness of Samson have found 
their apologists. On the other hand, we 
may judge symbolical actions with an igno- 
rant and misplaced severity : we may over- 
look the mysterious indications of a hidden 
import, and a Divine constraint, in deeds 
indefensible on cursory and superficial 
views. We may recoil (as some have 



' For a luminous and i 
sage of Scripture, see Benson's 
1822. Lectures 16, 17. 
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done) from the willingness of Abraham to 
sacrifice his son. We may blame Joseph 
for his detention of Simeon, and his rough 
treatment of the remainder of his brethren. 
It requires a circumspect and patient 
study of the Bible, a frequent suspension 
of our hasty judgments, and a diligently 
cultivated faith in the all-controlling wis- 
dom of Him who is his own sole inter- 
preter, to abstain from an officious exer- 
cise of our ingenuity in imagining the 
excuse of a Divine suggestion for a really 
blameable step, or supposing a lapse from 
the path of piety when it is but our own 
purblind opinion that has erred. The 
way to please God has been one and the 
same from all eternity. The fall involved 
it in a temporary gloom, and the rays 
which lighted it up again illuminated but 
a narrow track at first, the walk of patri- 
archs andprophets. Through the meridian 
blaze of the Gospel-day we look back on 
those streaks of dawn with somewhat of 
wonder that they sufficed to guide " the 
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fathers" to heaven, and somewhat perhaps 
of self-complacency at our own posses- 
sion of a fuller revelation. Hence our 
tendency either to circumscribe the im- 
portance of the earliest lessons which the 
Bible yields, within narrower limits than 
justly belong to them, or to allegorize the 
facts contained in them, on doctrinal 
principles which were not fully unfolded 
when those facts were made subjects of 
history. The first of these errors is in- 
jurious to the solidity, the second to the 
simplicity of our belief. May we, in en- 
deavouring to gain instruction from the 
life of Samuel, be preserved from both of 
them ! 

The text which I cited at the begin- 
ing of this discourse, and which I have 
intended for my monitor throughout it, 
shall now suggest its conclusion. 

" We do all things, dearly beloved, for 
your edifying." Whatever patience in 
investigation ; whatever deliberateness of 
reflection ; whatever fruits of inquiry ; 
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'^whatever confession of ignorance our pre- 
sent undertaking may require or produce ; 
we dedicate all to you, who yield your 
attention to us. It rests with Him "with- 
out whom we can do nothing," to give a 
value to it, or leave it unblessed and 
valueless. But it is neither caprice nor 
chance which will determine Him. He 
has revealed the terms on which He grants 
influence to the preacher, and instruction 
to the hearer. He will abide by them : 
for He is as faithful in observing them, as 
He was gracious in framing them. They 
are, *' Ask, and you shall receive ; seek^ 
and you shall find." 

Ask then, dear friends, for a blessing on 
thecourse proposed. Ask for a humble and 
hearty desire that it may be made condu- 
cive to the implantation and growth of the 
true Christian spirit in your hearts. Ask 
that each lecture may serve to introduce 
into your minds clearer and more con- 
vincing views than you possess already of 
the truths which God has told us. We 
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have all need to grow, not only in grace, 
but also in knowledge. Still, mere know- 
ledge is nothing worth. Self-application 
, is requisite to make even the closest ac- 
quaintance with Scripture available to- 
ward guiding the soul into the way of 
hohness and peace. Ask therefore of 
Him who answers while you are yet 
praying, a disposition to lay feelingly to 
your hearts whatever portion of the great 
message from Heaven the Scripture se- 
lected for consideration may contain and 
convey to you. Ask for the wish and the 
endeavour to retain and preserve what- 
ever, through Divine grace, may be 
soundly stated, or justly enforced, in the 
words addressed to you. Ask for an in- 
crease, through the means thus offered, 
of that serious, considerate spirit, which 
blends a thoughtful reference to the doc- 
trines of the cross with every purpose, 
every resolve, every motive, and every 
deed, which gives a decided but unassum- 
ing tinge of Christian sentiment to the 
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whole life and conversation, and becomes 
the silent, viewless power, which directs 
the current of your behaviour placidly, 
but powerfully, — gently, but unchangeably. 
Finally, " brethren, pray for us," that in 
this and in every other " work and labour 
of love," which our ordination engage- 
ments, and our pastoral connexions may 
prompt us to undertake, we may with- 
out wavering " look unto Jesus," and to 
the " eternal Spirit, through whom He 
offered Himself without spot to God," for 
the government of our lips, and the ac- 
complishment of our purpose, for the 
promotion of our usefulness, and the ad- 
vancement of your edification. 
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She bare a son, aiid called his name Samuel, sayiii| 
Because I have asked hira of the Lord. 

It is one of those peculiarities of the 
Bible, which interest by their venerable 
simplicity, while they instruct by their in- 
delible significancy, that the names which 
it preserves of persons and of places, in 
the Old Testament history at all events, 
are usually allusive to some remarkable 
event connected with them. Thus, 
" Adam called his wife's name. Eve," (or 
Life,) " because she was the mother of 
all living'." And when poor outcast 
Hagar had been comforted and admo- 
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nished by the angel of the Lord, near 
" the fountain in the way to Shur," the 
well was called Beer-lahai-roi '," that is to 
say, " the well of Him that liveth and 
seeth me." 

Now, a very little reflection will show 
us how sure a safeguard against false 
history is thus provided, both as to 
persons and places. For, observe, in re- 
gard to places, at the first giving of a 
name, conveying a particular allusion to 
any spot, those who are thus invited to 
call it by that name must of course be 
convinced that there is some matter-of- 
fact reason for calling it so, or they will 
refuse to be parties to the deception. 
And when once the name is adopted under 
that conviction, it remains as a constant 
and faithful witness to the occurrence in 
which it originated, and a certificate of the 
veracity of the historian who records it. 
In regard to persons, indeed, there is not 
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precisely the same advantage ensuing, for 
they do not actually survive with their 
names. But we have all that we want 
in this case also : for let it be remembered, 
that the acknowledgment of them by 
names of peculiar and known import 
while they were alive, is evidence to us that 
their own generation, who had the best 
means of information, owned that they 
had a right to those names, and thus bore 
testimony to the truth of the allusions 
contained in them. 

Let us thankfully adore the considerate 
goodness of God, who, even in these mi- 
nute particulars, has fortified his Holy 
Word, for our sake, against the cavils of 
the unbeliever, by evidence as satisfactory 
as it is intelligible. Let us avail ourselves 
of it. at once, in our estimate of the cha- 
racter of Hannah, the mother of Samuel, 
and see and be persuaded that she must 
have been a woman of prayer, who called 
her child, and whose child was called by 
others, Samuel, the asked of the Lord. 
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Let us inquire under what circum- 
stances, and with what feeling, she had 
made her suit to God for the gift, and 
had obtained it. We have difficult ground 
to traverse, here. It has pleased God, 
for the exercise of our humility, to leave 
some " things hard to be understood," 
dispersed through the Book of Life. We 
are now on the verge of one of them. 
May we approach it modestly, and quit it 
submissively, if we fail to discern at pre- 
sent the full wisdom and goodness of the 
Divine purpose, in allowing a practice to 
be sometimes recorded in Holy Writ 
without express censure, which neverthe- 
less we know by the testimony of Christ 
Himself, to have been always displeasing 
to Him, and a violation of his original 
command. 

I allude to the circumstance of EI- 

kanah, Hannah's husband, having another 

wife beside her. " He had two wives," 

it is written ', " the name of the one 

' 1 Samuel i. 2. 
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was Hannah, and the name of the other 
was Peninnah." That this was a sinful 
confonnity to a corrupt habit, cannot for 
a moment be doubted. When Jesus our 
Lord, in reply to an ensnaring question of 
the Pharisees ' on the subject of divorce, 
cited the passage in Genesis ^ which 
contains the original institution of mar- 
riage : *' Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother and cleave to 
his wife : and they shall be one flesh :" 
he recited the last words thus, " and they 
tzeain shall be one flesh," expounding the 
passage by inserting the word " twain," 
as if emphatically to mark that it was 
but to a single pair, one husband and one 
wife, that the Divine sanction applied. 
On every departure from that pure and 
primitive institution the rebuke falls 
which his succeeding words convey, 
" from the beginning it was not so ^" It 
was not intended that any man should 
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thus " deal treacherously against the wife 
of his youth," " his companion," " the 
wife of his covenant'." And who indeed 
was it, who first set the ungodly and un- 
generous example 1 Laraech ', of the im- 
pious race of Cain, and like Cain, a spiller 
of blood, fierce, audacious, and impeni- 
tent : Lamech, whose want of due re- 
verence for the sacredness of wedlock, 
might almost be argued from the im- 
periousness of the tone in which he com- 
mands the attention of the females, be- 
tween whom he divided that title which 
is honourable only when it belongs to 
one : " Hear my voice, ye wives of La- 
mech, hearken unto my speech '." 

Christian wives, and Christian hus- 
bands I how deeply are we, who know 
the worth and the joy of undivided affec- 
tion, and a reciprocal exchange of the 
whole heart in marriage, indebted to the 
Gospel of God and to its giver, for having 
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utterly put to flight from all lands, which 
" name the name of Christ," that criminal 
laxity of principle, into which even holy 
patriarchs of old were seduced ! How 
sweet and clear a proof we have in this 
particular, that Christ came to bless " all 
t]ie families of the earth '." How gracious 
and how just a protection is here afforded 
to the rights and feelings of the childless 
wife, against the being exposed to the like 
taunts with those which Hannah endured 
from Peninnah', and the like heart-burn- 
ings to those which broke out between 
Leah and Rachel ! How kind and provi- 
dent a restraint on the husband from in- 
volving himself in domestic discord, like 
Elkanah's, as the immediate chastisement 
of his unjustifiable transgression of the 
strictness of the marriage vow ! Home 
was never home indeed to the wife, till 
her original rights were thus cleared up 
and restored : nor had the husband his 



entire title to the unreserved attachment 
of his wife, till he renounced the unhal- 
lowed licence of intruding another into 
the place which was her own, and all her 
own, by the allotment of God. 

We grieve to find Elkanah, the father 
of our Samuel, entangled in this oflFenee. 
It dims the brightness of his example, as 
a man of piety. Tt reduces to an effect 
of compunction his otherwise considerate 
and feeling attentions to Hannah. How- 
ever, he did love her. We are assured that 
he did '. And he reverenced God ; for " he 
went up out of his city yearly, to worship 
and to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in 
Shiloh," " he and all his house went up 
to oifer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice 
and his vow." But did he love God ? Did 
he wait upon the Lord in the faith that 
" worketh by love ^ ?" Far be it from us 
to conclude that he did not. There are 
two particulars observable in his behaviour 
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which attest the sincerity of his devotions, 
and where is that sincerity to be found 
unless where the love of God exists ? 
When he and Hannah were returning 
from Jerusalem to Ramah, they did not 
make the trouble of the journey an ex- 
cuse for omitting to join in prayer, but 
" rose up in the morning early, and wor- 
shipped before the Lord '." The days 
appointed for the feast were over, and 
Elkanah, had he been but a formal wor- 
shipper, might plausibly have objected, 
(even tliough it had been Hannah's sug- 
gestion) to go to the tabernacle again, 
and offer an uncommanded sacrifice 
there. But he did go, and (as the text 
leads us to suppose) willingly. Where 
there is this wilUngness, there must be 
some love. Whether he were one of 
those who loved much, may still be 
doubted. Perhaps the other fact which 
we may now notice, tends, still more 
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strongly, to remove that doubt. When 
the long-desired child, the child by the 
wife whom he loved, was born, and 
" hung yet upon his mother's breast ;" 
that mother, who had called him 
" Samuel" to record that she had asked 
him of the Lord, declared her wish to go 
up to Jerusalem, as soon as he was 
weaned, and to take him, that he might 
" appear before the Lord, and there abide 
for ever '." Now who does not perceive 
what a struggle must have arisen then in 
Elkanah's bosom, between nature and 
grace, between the father's unwillingness 
to sever from himself his favourite boy 
for the whole period of his mortal life, 
three brief yearly interviews excepted, 
and the believer's consciousness that 
Hannah's was a pious inclmation, a re- 
deeming of a " vow vowed by her unto 
the Lord'," that ought not to be op- 
posed ? There was a spice of Abraham's 



' Deut. xJtiii. 21. 



32 LECTDRE II. 

trial here. He who had given, seemed 
to take away again, and that too at 
the very season when infancy is passing 
into childhood, and the little nursling 
begins to acknowledge its parent by in- 
telligent signs, and speaking tokens of 
attachment. If then Elkanah's heart 
had been cold toward God, if he had only 
possessed a faith that rested in forms, and 
had been insensible to the glow of holy 
gratitude, and vital devotion, would he 
not easily have found a plea of excuse, 
and have made a plausible protest ' against 
the proposal, as arising out of an indis- 
creet vow, to which he had not been a, 
party, as a step of extravagant enthusiasm, 
nay, hazardous and unfeeling toward 
the child ? Self might have triumphed, 
with great apparent reasonableness, and 
with the applause, we may be sure, of 
many in the little world of Ramah, who 
were reputed to be very sensible persons, 

' Numb. XXX., 6 — 8, 
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and very excellent parents. But was the 
issue so t Did self prevail, or did it sub- 
mit to the leadings of the Providence of 
God, and to the restraints of the Spirit 
of the Lord ? It submitted, and that 
promptly : " Elkanah her husband said 
unto Hannah, Do what seemeth thee 
good ; tarry until thou have weaned hiin; 
only the Lord establish his word'." ' Do 
what seemeth thee good :' ' I should not 
have made the vow which thou didst, 1 
own, or, if I had, I should not have been 
so alert to remember and fulfil it ; but if 
thou canst bear to do it, thou, in whose 
lap he now lies, and smiles on thee, 
knowing thee better, and loving thee 
better, than he can know or love me : if 
thou canst part with him so very soon to 
the Lord, for the Lord's sake and for thy 
vow's sake, so ought I. We will join in 
this thank-offering : 1 feel my soul approve 
it : gracious is the Lord, and righteous : 
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yea, our God is merciful : what shall we 
render unto Him for all his benefits toward 
us, but our best treasure, our dearest 
possession, already pledged to Him? Do 
what seemeth thee good ; tarry till thou 
have weaned him ; it is lawful for me 
and for thee to reserve him to ourselves 
during all the remaining days of his utter 
helplessness, and while we do so, we too 
must be weaning ourselves from him. 
Thou, my Hannah, wilt make this sacri- 
fice with as sharp a struggle of feeling, 
but with a less rebellious heart than 
mine : do what seemeth thee good, * only 
the Lord establish his word." " " His 
word :" — I conceive Elkanah here to re- 
cognise the vow of Hannah as accepted 
of God, and answered by a promise, first, 
of the birth of the child, then of a Divine 
superintendence over him : " Only," he 
says, " the Lord establish his word ;" that 
is, may He deign to make this dear babe 
a monument of his grace, by accomplish- 
ing him for the work of the ministry, by 
13 



strengthening, settling, establishing bim in 
the sacred and glorious service of his altar ! 

Observe, readers of the Bible, how 
abundantly this prayer for the little 
Samuel was answered. He was estab- 
lished : " all Israel, even from Dan to 
Beersheba, knew that Samuel was estab- 
lished to be a prophet of the Lord ' ;" to 
lift up the veil which had dropped upon 
the earth when Moses died, to reveal the 
word of the Lord when that " word was 
precious," for its rarity no less than for its 
instructiveness, " when there was no open 
vision '." Surely among those that were 
bom of women in that generation, there 
was none greater than Samuel, the ' asked 
of the Lord.' 

We proceed, and find fresh evidence 
of the constancy of Elkanah to the ap- 
pointed services of the law. " And the 
man Elkanah, and all his house, went up 
to offer unto the Lord the yearly sacri- 
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fice '■" It is added, " and his vow." Pro- 
bably this implies that on this occasion 
he made a specific thank-offering for the 
choice " heritage and gift" that had re- 
cently come to him " irom the Lord '." 
Christians ! on like occasions do ye like- 
wise. There is ever at the door some 
holy and charitable cause to help. 

" But Hannah went not up : for she 
said to her husband, I will not go up 
until the child be weaned : then I will 
bring him, that he may appear before 
the Lord, and there abide for ever V 

On this verse it may first of all be ob- 
served, that when it is said, " Hannah 
went not up," it is meant that she did 
not, as she had before been in the habit 
of doing, go up with her husband to the 
yearly sacrifice. Under this title were 
comprehended the Passover, the Pente- 
cost, the feast of Tabernacles, on each of 
which three annual solemnities every 
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male in Israel was commanded to " appear 
before the Lord in the place which the 
Lord God had chosen to place his name 
therein \" That place for the present, 
was Shiloh, a city of Ephraim, 25 miles 
north of Jerusalem, and about 19 or 
somewhat more from Ramah, Elkanah's 
town. Hannah's accompanying her hus- 
band on former occasions to this sacred 
spot was a voluntary and unbidden act. 
Perhaps it proceeded from mixed motives. 
The predominant one we may, I think, at 
once assign. She would prefer her ardent, 
humble prayer, for the blessing of a child 
in the very spot to which the Lord had 
enjoined men to bring all " the choice 
vows which they should vow unto him '." 
Women, indeed, were not included in 
this command. Still, she had a choice 
vow in her heart : it would surely not be 
the less acceptable for being offered up in 
Shiloh : it might perchance be more so. 
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Perhaps, too, having no family, and no 
household under her sole charge, she 
thought that she should be more in the 
way of duty to her husband, if she went 
with him, than if she staid at home. Per- 
haps, too, Peninnah would not have 
thought of going, if Hannah had not pro- 
posed to do so : and she might be afraid 
of being left alone with Peninnah. How- 
ever, the impulses under which she had 
so acted, were neither wilful ones, nor in 
any way displeasing to the Lord, we may 
be sure, for we have seen that he heard 
and answered her in Shiloh. The answer, 
however, the welcome answer which it 
pleased him to give her in the little 
Samuel, the " son of her vows '," was 
such as intimated to her that she was now 
to be strictly a " keeper at home ' " for 
some time to come : one journey excepted, 
as I venture to conjecture, though I can 
refer you to no place in the sacred text 
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for any express record of it. What I 
suppose that journey to have been, I will 
take occasion to state when I resume the 
subject. 

For tlie present let us pause and pon- 
der on the interesting train of facts al- 
ready disclosed ; ponder on it with prayer 
for a right understanding of their import 
of an abiding impression upon our souls 
and the truths which they accredit. 

I do not pretend to exhibit to you the 
whole range of their apphcation. A few 
obvious reflections have been already 
interspersed with my review of them. 
One concluding remark, as simple as the 
foregoing, but of deep practical import- 
ance to us all in its bearing, shall be my 
farewell observation for the present. 

It is this. We may be sure of obtain- 
ing either the very thing we ask for in 
our prayers, or something better for us, 
if we sincerely desire it for a holy use. 
It was thus that Hannah gained her 
heart's desire, in the birth of Samuel. It 
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for any express record of it. What 
suppose that journey to have been, I will 
take occasion to state when I resume the 
subject. 

For the present let us pause and pon- 
der on the interesting train of facts al- 
ready disclosed : ponder on it with prayer 
for a right understanding of their import 
of an abiding impression upon our souls 
and the truths which they accredit. 

I do not pretend to exhibit to you the 
whole range of their application. A few 
obvious reflections have been already 
interspersed with my review of them. 
One concluding remark, as simple as the 
foregoing, but of deep practical import- 
ance to us aU in its bearing, shall be my 
farewell observation for the present. 

It is this. We may be sure of obtain- 
ing either the very thing we ask for in 
our prayers, or something better for us, 
if we sincerely desire it for a holy use. 
It was thus that Hannah gained her 
heart's desire, in the birth of Samuel. It 



was thus that Elkanah's faith obtained 
the confirmation of his hope, in the estab- 
lishing of Samuel in his riper years to be 
a prophet of the Lord. 

I win borrow the pithy eloquence of 
that " master in Israel," Bishop Hall', to 
express this encouraging consideration, 
and the caution connected with it. " The 
way to obtain any benefit," he says, " is 
to devote it in our hearts to the glory of 
that God of whom we ask it. By this means 
shall God both pleasure his servant, and 
honour himself: whereas, if the scope of 
our desires be carnal," (that is, if we are 
looking to self-gratification only or chiefly) 
" we may be sure either to fail of our 
suit, or to find no blessing in the grant 
of it." 

Oh that we did thus pray, early, and 
at noon-tide, and at even, on behalf of 
our own souls, of our children's souls. 



* Contemplations a 
inent. B. xi. 5. 
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and of every other living soul, whom we 
do or ought to love and intercede for, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our only Sa- 
viour, Mediator, and Advocate ! Were 
our supplications of this cast, and were 
they frequently and fervently made, were 
it the grand and indefatigable desire of 
our hearts to see the love, the wisdom, 
and the majesty of our Almighty Parent 
owned and celebrated by every word and 
deed of man, did we implore health, 
talent, influence, nay, virtue itself, for 
us and ours, that we and they might 
" praise the Lord for his goodness" more 
effectually, more conspicuously ; we 
should soon be lost in wonder at the 
profusion with which blessings would 
descend upon us from the treasury of 
heaven. Not that we should always ob- 
tain, even were the spirit of our prayers 
thus improved, the very gift we have 
fancied, the very result we have longed 
for. But the certainty that our ultimate 
aim was approved, and would be for- 
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warded, would ever reconcile us to that 
appointment of events, by which God 
sees best to promote it. What would 
have been disappointment and discourage- 
ment to our views, were they still framed 
without reference to the glory of God, 
would simply affect us as another lesson 
on the weakness of our judgment, and 
the infinite superiority of his Providence, 
under the calm and unclouded aspect which 
its whole course (viewed as a whole) would 
present to our eyes, as those of thoroughly 
devoted worshippers. A holier and more 
enduring affection for many an object of 
our prayers would grow up with the ele- 
vation of our desires on their behalf, and 
the fondness of earthly love, acquire a 
purer and a richer indulgence from aspi- 
rations embracing the prospect of an 
ever-blessed communion with the Eternal 
Mind, and an ever-fi-esh infusion of mu- 
tual attachment and delight from the 
Fountain of everlasting concord and in- 
effable enjoyment. 
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With the cross of Christ before us to 
extinguish our attachment to the things 
of this world, and to assure us of an open 
way to the " better country," let us shape 
our petitions according to the invitation 
vouchsafed to us, and with the care which 
their momentous issue demands. Too 
often " we ask, and we receive not, be- 
cause we ask amiss '." Our best interest, our 
highest privilege, our first duty, coincide in 
prayer. All point to the necessity of our 
seeking the glory of God, in every intreaty, 
in every intercession. So shall his re- 
plies redound to our present comfort and 
future bliss, honour and immortality. So 
shall our thanksgivings echo to them in 
Hannah's words ' : " My heart rejoiceth 
in the Lord : I rejoice in thy salvation," 
O God : " There is none holy as the 
Lord : for there is none beside thee ; 
neither is there any rock like our God." 
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And the child Samuel grew before the Lord. 1 

In the Gospel of St. Luke we read ', that 
Mary, the mother of the " holy child 
Jesus," " when the days of her purification 
were accomplished, went up with her 
husband, and brought him to Jerusalem, 
to present him to the Lord, as it is 
written in the law of the Lord': Every 
male that openeth the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord, and to offer a 
sacrifice according to that which is said 
in the law of the Lord : a pair of turtle- 
doves, or two young pigeons." 
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I cannot believe that Hannah, whose 
maternal hymn of thanksgiving breathes 
the very spirit of the Virgin's song of 
praise ', omitted an observance which the 
latter so studiously fulfilled. I deem it a 
matter of certainty that she too, as a 
favoured, grateful believer, would be far, 
very far from allowing herself in the breach 
of any positive ordinance of her gracious 
Lord, even though she might have it in 
her power to plead, that in respect to the 
dedication of the child she was fully pur- 
posed to do more hereafter than merely 
present him and then redeem him again, 
which was the lawful course ever since 
God had accepted the tribe of Levi in 
lieu of the first-born of all the tribes'. 
She who loved prayer would assuredly be 
glad to give thanks, and the steps which 
she trod toward Shiloh with patient 
though unencouraged perseverance, while 

' Compare 1 Samuel ii, 1— lO.witb Luke i. 46— 
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she had yet to " hope against hope," 
would be sped thither again, with duteous 
alacrity, in acknowledgment of the grant- 
ed blessing. For, it is part of the be- 
Hever's heritage to feel and know that 
" it is a good thing to give thanks to the 
Lord '." And we may argue farther, that 
to a mind illumined like Hannah's with 
the pure " wisdom that is from above," 
the spiritual intent of the precept which 
appointed days of purification and a 
burnt-offering and a sin-offering for the 
mother and for the child, must have been 
so impressively clear, and so deeply af- 
fecting, so replete with awful truth and 
consolatory promise, that even if she 
could have been induced to consider her- 
self as exempt from the penalty of neg- 
lecting it, she would not have consented 
to forego the privilege of obeying it. For 
the burnt-offering implied a solemn dedi- 
cation of both mother and infant to God, 
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and the sin-offering was a token of sin 
brought to remembrance, and a type of 
the atonement to be made for its expia- 
tion. In acts hke these the " just by 
faith" take pleasure. 

Therefore I conclude, that when Han- 
nah said to her husband, " I will not go 
up until the child be weaned ;" she did 
not intend to excuse herself from the 
obervance, at the close of the appointed 
forty days, of the solemn act of worship 
prescribed to the matrons of Israel. 
My conviction is, that she punctually dis- 
charged it. 

Christian mothers! know you what 
service of t/our Church it is, which preserves 
to i/ou the means of conforming to the 
spirit of that solemn and significant ordi- 
nance ? It is that which is commonly 
called the "Churching of Women." When 
any of you have responded on that occa- 
sion to the ejaculation, " What reward 
shall I give unto the Lord for all the 
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benefits that He hath done unto me '?" 
by answering from your hearts, " I will 
receive the cup of salvation ; and call 
upon the name of the Lord. I will pay 
my vows now in the presence of his 
people, in the courts of the Lord's house, 
even in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem," 
you have been following the example of 
Hannah, and the pattern set for you by 
the mother of our Lord ; you have, so 
far as in you lay, been presenting the 
lamb for a burnt-ofFering, and the dove 
for a sin-offering. For the animal sacri- 
fice is indeed no longer required at your 
hands. Ye " are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all'." But the oblation of the heart 
to Him who helped you, when you were 
brought low, who has "delivered your soul 
from death, your eyes from tears, and 
your feet from falling," is His right, his 

' Ps. cxri. 12. Prayer Book Version. ' Heb. x. 10, 
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claim, your part, your privilege. I speak 
to Christian mothers, to those whose 
souls, like Hannah's, in her song, " rejoice 
in God's salvation ;" who cry to him, be- 
lievingly, " there is none beside Thee, 
neither is there any rock like our God." 
But if these words reach any who have 
not yet learnt by a blessed experience the 
vital difference between the heart's ado- 
ration and a formal compliance with in- 
stituted ceremonials, (especially that in- 
teresting one to which I have just been 
alluding,) may the God of that Gospel, 
which declares that " the woman shall be 
saved in child-bearing if she continue in 
&itli, and charity, and holiness, with so- 
briety '," instil into their minds the dew 
of his grace, to moisten their dry and 
fruitless state of heart, and impart to 
tbem the spring of Hannah's piety and 
full maternal bliss ! 

Matrons! I will not quit this interesting 
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theme, without bidding you probe your 
bosoms on it, by asking yourselves : Is 
Jesus, or the world, my guide and my 
authority 1 Which do I seek to please 
and to obey, as a mother ? To which 
am I preparing to devote the child whom 
God has given me ? You will be able to 
judge, when you have made a candid 
answer to yourselves on these plain points, 
whether your thanksgiving for your " safe 
deliverance and great preservation" was 
the thanksgiving of a child of God, or of 
one entangled stQl in prejudice and in 
peril, in error which cannot but make you 
an unhappy, unblest parent, if you persist 
in it, and mat/ be fatal to the everlasting 
hopes of your dear, dear child! And if 
the tenderness of i/our sex exempts ?/ou 
not fi-om this ordeal, how much less shall 
we be spared, we fathers, if we neglect 
to examine ourselves by the same test ! 
If Hannah must abide it, can Elkanah 
evade it ? 

Hannah, however, did abide it. " The 
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Lord," said she in her song, " the Lord will 
keep the feet of his saints '." And He 
did beep hers. He gave her strength to 
fulfil her vow. He smiled on her in that 
sacred seclusion to which she devoted 
herself: — need I say for what holy pur- 
pose, for what parental occupation ? He 
calmed the struggle which would some- 
times arise in her heart, as the little 
Samuel lay in her lap, and she thought 
how sweet it would be to keep him with 
her, and how hard to part with him from 
her. He gave her insight into his infant 
mind, and showed her the springs of evil 
in his natural temper, that she might give 
the earliest and the ablest culture to both, 
that her caresses might be instructive, and 
her restraints intelligibly kind and just. 
He approved of her closing the door of 
her chamber against all triflers. He 
made them feel that her privacy was too 
holy to be disturbed, too happy to be 
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quitted. One being alone He had pri- 
vileged to share it with her. Elkanah 
had that right, and doubtless, he used 
it. But Samuel was Hannah's pupil 
still : and the father was a learner, 
not a teacher, in the nursery. When 
advised with, be very sure that his 
language still was, " Do what seemeth 
thee good ! only the Lord establish his 
word !" 

Shall we take one more look at this 
pious pair, and their God-given nurs- 
ling, ere they go up to Shiloh, and our 
hearts go with them ? Yes. We will 
watch them on their evening walk. 
Which way, think you, was it usually 
bent ? There is room for a probable 
conjecture. Ramathaim Soplnni, that is, 
" the heights of the watchers," was as 
a city built on a hill. Close beneath it 
lay the pleasant meadows of Naioth, a 
tranquil and a lovely spot. There rose, 
in after-times, the hallowed school where 
David studied, and where Samuel taught ; 
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where inspiration floated on the mystic 
air, and Saul's rude messengers, and 
reckless Saul himself, who came to kill, 
and staid to pray, were irresistibly im- 
pelled to own the Holy Spirit Lord, and 
swell the choral song of prophecy ', 
with trembling tongue and quivering Hp. 
There, ere any yet but God knew what 
should there befall, there, in the cool of 
the day, (we venture to imagine,) might 
Elkanah and his matron-spouse be seen, 
courting the milder breezes of the plain 
to visit the cheeks of the babe whom 
they bore by turns, or led by turns, re- 
lieved at intervals perchance by some 
little maid, in stature and In spirit like her 
who waited upon Naaman's wife", but 
not like her, unprivileged with the hearing 
of the truth, or shut out from the wor- 
ship of the Lord. Oh blessed hours to 
father, mother, master, mistress, servant, 
child ! 
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But they had their appointed end. " I 
will not go up," had Hannah said, " until 
the child be weaned, then I will bring him, 
that he may appear before the Lord, and 
there abide for ever." 

" Then"— but how soon was this to 
be ? The children of the race of Abra^ 
ham were thrice weaned, once from the 
mother's breast, at a much later period 
than is usual now, and twice afterward ; 
the first time by a farther change of diet, 
the second time by removing from them 
the playthings of childhood, and treating 
them as accountable beings. Which of 
these weanings was here intended 1 On 
the whole, I venture to recommend to 
you, to conclude with me, from the simple 
leading of the text, that Samuel was not 
more than three years' old at the most, 
when Hannah took him up with her, and 
brought him unto the house of the Lord 
in Shiloh. She made at the same time 
(we read) a liberal, though unostentatious 
offering for the service of the tabernacle ; 
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one which exceeded the prescribed mea^ 
sure, but yet was regulated by the spirit 
of the injunction. " And when she had 
weaned him, she tooii him up with her, 
with three bullocks, and one ephah of 
flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought 
him unto the house of the Lord in 
Shiloh : and the child was young. And 
they slew a bullock, and brought the 
child to Eli. And she said, Oh, my 
lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am 
the woman that stood by thee here, 
praying unto the Lord. For this child 
I praj-ed, and the Lord hath given me 
my petition that I asked of Him : there- 
fore also I have lent him to the Lord : 
as long as he liveth he shall be lent to 
the Lord '." 

Let us pause to notice the delicacy of 
the allusion which Hannah here makes to 
the circumstances under which she had 
attracted the attention of Eli, in the same 

' 1 Sam. i. 24 — 28. 
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place, some four years before '. She 
carefully avoids uttering a syllable which 
might sound like a reproach of the pre- 
cipitancy with which, on that occasion, he 
had judged injuriously of her. She re- 
minds him only of the prayer which in 
vindicating herself she had avowed, and 
which EH himself had desired that the 
God of Israel might grant to her. This 
is beautiful. This is the forbearing, for- 
giving, conciliatory tone which abstains 
even from statements strictly justifiable, 
if there be any risk of their implying that 
we now have cause to glory over those 
who once suspected us wrongfully. 

While out eye still dwells on these 
verses, we may observe on the expression 
which Hannah uses, speaking of her dedi- 
cation of Samuel " : " Therefore I have 
lent him to the Lord." Either the word 
in the original is here to be understood in 
the sense " committed," " delivered into 
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keeping," which it sometiraes bears : or 
we are to recognise in it an expectation 
such as that which is warranted to the 
charitable alms-giver, by those words in 
the Book of Proverbs : " He that hath 
pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord, 
and that which he hath given will He pay 
him again '." It may be that Hannah 
meant to own her persuasion that God 
would one day restore the precious de- 
posit which she was now making at his 
altar, and rejoin her child to her ever- 
lastingly. 

Is anything said of the behaviour of 
the httle Samuel himself, at this solemn 
presentation of him? Yes, there is. 
" And he worshipped the Lord there ' ;"' 
that is, he knelt down and prayed. If 
it be lawful to wish for any addition to 
that which is written, if we may long for 
any supplement to the inspired record of 
Samuel's childhood, would it not be for 
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a memorial of the first out-pouring of his 
little heart to God, in the tabernacle of 
his worship, in the place which he had 
been taught to regard as " none other 
than the house of God and the gate of 
heaven'." Might we not conceive that 
we should thus obtain the very transcript 
of the thoughts which Hannah, God's 
instrument, had implanted in his soul as 
the elements of prayer, and the very 
model of that artless and earnest peti- 
tion, which we should ask to have 
put into the heart of each dear child in 
whom we are interested, on its first ad- 
mission to the sanctuary ? Yes ; we 
might. But let us dismiss the thought. 
If such a document had been material to 
the service of our little ones, it would 
have been preserved to us. We have it 
not ; and therefore we may conclude 
either that the early maturity of Samuel 
in the language of suppliant piety, ap- 
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•oached too near to a miracle to be avail- 
able for a model, or that his prayer was so 
short and simple that it might be lisped 
by any babe of our own without exciting 
in us the desire to record it, as a remark- 
able effort. I incline to the latter suppo- 
sition, on grounds which will presently 
appear. But let it have been worded 
ever so sensibly, or ever so childishly, ' 
there was "joy in heaven" when it was 
spoken. The angels of pious children, 
who " do always behold the face of our 
Father who is in heaven '," lifted up their 
hearts in grateful ecstasy. A praying child 
is their delight, their treasure, and their 
" exceeding great reward." 

Let us enquire whether this favour- 
ed and promising boy appears to have 
evinced on other occasions any ti'onderful 
sign of his being destined to the high and 
holy office which he afterwards filled in 
the Church, and among the people of 
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God. We shall find that the Scripture 
has not told us of any. And it is not 
likely that they would have been sup- 
pressed, if there bad been any. For there 
is a designed minuteness in the whole 
narrative, and a very close tracing of the 
visible interposition of the Almighty. But 
there is nothing marvellous, nothing ex- 
traordinary related of this consecrated 
child, till the hour at which God called 
him as he lay on his bed. There is a 
marked simplicity in the way in which he 
is mentioned during the whole interval. 
He is particularly spoken of as " being a 
child." " Samuel ministered before the 
Lord, being a child ' ." I cannot help 
thinking that there is a gentle caution 
here suggested to Christian parents and 
friends, who may be over-anxious for the 
early development of the mind and the 
spirit of Christ in the little ones for whom 
they are concerned. It does not appear 
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that the mind of Samuel received any 
unusual illumination, during his early 
abode in the tabernacle. There is no in- 
timation of his manifesting at that period 
any acquaintance with " the deep things 
of God." We are no where told that 
" they who heard him were astonished at 
his understanding and his answers '." No : 
we are simply informed that " Samuel 
ministered before the Lord, being a 
child." 

We know what pious pains had been 
bestowed on him at home, and we may 
justly infer that the aged Eli, though 
lamentably deficient in those firmer re- 
quisites of the paternal character, which 
the licentiousness of his own sons should 
have called into action, would find a plea- 
sure and a solace in training up his docile 
little servant in " the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord '." The very poignancy 
of his own distress at the profligacy of 
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his children, must have quicliened his 
anxiety to guard the son of Hannah from 
the corrupting influence of their example, 
and to sti'engthen his attachment to " the 
things which he had learned and been 
assured of." Samuel, then, had every 
advantage. He profited accordingly. 
During the lapse of time from his third 
to his twelfth year, at which age (it is 
supposed) the events recorded in the third 
chapter befel liim, he improved under 
instruction and by experience, becoming 
better versed in the frailties of his own 
heart, and more conversant with the way 
of escape from temptation : more meek, 
more diligent, more faithful, more obe- 
dient. He " grew, and the Lord was 
with him.'" Still there was no display, 
no premature profession. Unassumingly 
and unobtrusively, he " ministered before 
the Lord, being a child." 

It were well that this scripturally-marked 
feature of Samuel's training were well 
pondered and emulated in professedly 
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Christian education. Whenever the ten- 
der mind of the child is so discipHned by 
rehgious culture, as fruits are forced to 
make them ripe, a risk is incurred of 
tempting it to substitute conformity for 
conviction, and a conventional language 
for real impressions on the heart. 

Do we then deprecate all exhibition of 
a lively and intelligent sense of the Re- 
deemer's mercies in the nurslings of his 
Church ? God forbid ! To watch daily 
the work of the Spirit upon their souls» 
to draw their own attention to the inward 
obstacles which hinder it, to lead them on 
to a just estimate of their own weakness 
and perversity, their ignorance and sin- 
fulness, of their absolute need of the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ, and the puri- 
fying energy of the Holy Ghost; to 
habituate them to think upon these things, 
to drop them into their bosoms as truths 
which ought ever to harbour there : to 
show them that God invites them to pray, 
and listens favourably when they pray in 
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earnest : to evince a cordial willingness to 
converse with them in their own simple 
way on these serious themes, and to elicit 
their own views of them, so far as they 
have any : all this is due, solemnly due, 
to the helpless and delicate charge which 
is committed to Christian parents and 
guardians. 

Only let nothing be expected, nothing 
be extracted, from children by any soli- 
citude, or any management, beyond the 
fau- range and reach of the power of 
reflection belonging to their age. AH 
beyond this will be of an imitative cast, 
and religion should be original, that is, of 
tlie child's own intelligent and sincere 
adoption. 

Neither let any anxious parents, who 
serve God. be mortified at not hearing 
from the lips of their offspring, any ex- 
pressions savouring of that thoughtful 
spirituality winch in some few unusual 
cases has disclosed itself in the commun- 
ings of children with their elders. Let 



LECTURE III, 65 

them not be discouraged. There are 
none such expressly recorded of Samuel. 
It is simply stated, that " Samuel minis- 
tered before the Lord, being a child," 

Observe, however, the words " before ' 
the Lord." Ye who have young children 
under your guidance, observe them, that 
you may not fall itito the opposite extreme 
of unconcern and indifference to the vital 
question, whether they are in the way to 
avouch themselves children of God, or are 
ready to fall into the practices of the 
children of the world. Too many grow 
on unseparated, unsanctified, unawakened 
to the touching sense of these sweet 
words : " I love them that love me, and 
they that seek me early shall find me'." 
Such was not Samuel. The ephod which 
he wore over " the little coat," which his 
" mother made and brought to him from 
year to year '," did not separate him out*. 
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wardly from other children in Shiloh,'' 
much as the devotedness of his young 
heart to the pleasures of a religious life, 
in preference to those empty frivolous 
trifles, those vain sports and eager imi- 
tations of the ensnaring dissipations of 
grown up men, in which poor EU (it is to 
be feared) indulged his Hophni and 
Phineas when they were hoys, trusting to 
the dangerous and delusive expectation, 
that they would tire themselves out of 
them, as they grew up. Alas, for him ! 
how bitter must have been the agony 
with which he contrasted the cheerful, 
active, respectful piety of the strictly 
educated boy from Ramah, with the in- 
solent and impious licentiousness of those 
his sons, who " made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not." Hove 
clearly has the Scripture set these two 
cases in immediate contrast with each 
other, intermixing the history of Elka- 
nah's family with that of Eli, to teach 
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by example the wisdom of the precept, 
" Chasten thy son while there is hope '." 
" Correct thy son and he shall give thee 
rest, yea, he shall give delight unto thy 
soul'." But I forbear to dwell upon a 
truth which the text itself has written as 
with a sun-beam. 

Be it our prayer, my Christian friends, 
that every child entrusted to us may 
grow up under our care, wear the ephod 
on its heart, clothed with humility, robed 
in meekness, kept in purity " being a 
child," (like Samuel,) in simplicity and 
unafFectedness, in alacrity and cheerful- 
ness, and serving " before the Lord" like 
Samuel, in meekness, in teachableaess, 
in reverence, in love ! May they grow 
as Samuel grew, and the Lord be with 
them. 
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1 Sam. iii. 21. 

The Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by 

the word of the Lord. 

The inspired memoir of the son of prayer, 
the '^ asked of the Lord/' proceeds thus * : 
* And the child Samuel ministered unto 
the Lord before Eli, and the word of the 
Lord was precious in those days, there 
was no open vision.' We understand 
by these words that direct revelations 
from God were rare at this epoch of the 
history of Israel: and that there was 
a cessation of the lively oracles, which 
in former ages had issued habitually 
from the lips of " holy men of God, 

^ Sam. iii. 1. 
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who spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost '." 

" And it came to pass at that time, 
when Eli was laid down in his place, and 
his eyes began to wax dim, that he could 
not see. And ere the lamp of God went 
out in the temple of the Lord, wliere the 
ark of God was ; and Samuel was laid 
down to sleep, that the Lord called 
Samuel, and he answered. Here am L 
And he ran to Eh, and said. Here am I, 
for thou calledst me. And he said, I 
called not : lie down again. And he went 
and lay down. And the Lord called yet 
again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and 
went to Eh, and said. Here am I, for 
thou didst call me. And he answered, I 
called not, my son, lie down again. Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 
neither was the word of the Lord yet 
revealed to him. And the Lord called 
Samuel again the third time. And he 
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arose and went to Eli, and said. Here a 
I : for thou didst call me '." 

Young Christians ! observe that not a 
single hasty or disrespectful expression 
escapes the lips of Samuel on being thus 
for the third time (as he must have 
thought) waked up by Eli, who yet mys- 
teriously denied it. Do you always re- 
strain impatience even when only once 
disturbed from some easy position by the 
call of a parent, or of a superior ? Be 
thankful that your tempers are thus in- 
fluenced by the spirit of Christ, if it is 
so with you. If not, pray that they may 
be subdued into that meek and holy 
frame. It will be a source of present 
and future bliss to you. 

" And EH perceived that the Lord had 
called the child. Therefore Eli said unto 
Samuel, Go, lie down, and it shall be, if 
He call thee, that thou shalt say. Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth. So 
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Samuel went, and lay down in his place. 
And the Lord came and stood, and called 
as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered. Speak, for thy servant 
heareth. And the Lord said to Samuel, 
Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at 
which both the ears of every one that 
heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will 
perform against Eli all things which I 
have spoken concerning his house : when 
I begin, I will also make an end. For I 
have told him that I will judge his house 
for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth, 
because his sons made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not. And there- 
fore I have sworn unto Eh, that the ini- 
quity of Eli's house shall not be purged 
with sacrifice nor offering for ever. And 
Samuel lay until the morning, and opened 
the doors of the house of the Lord. And 
Samuel feared to show Eli the vision. 
Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, 
my son. And he answered. Here am 
L And he said, what is the thing that 
13 
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the Lord hath said unto thee ? I pray 
thee hide it not from me : God do so to 
thee, and more also, if thou hide anything 
from me of all the things that he said 
unto thee. And Samuel told him every 
whit, and hid nothing from him. And 
he said, it is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth him good '." 

I have recited this passage at full 
length for reasons which will be felt more 
strongly than I can express them. If 
simplicity and sublimity are any where to 
be found in perfect union, it is here. If 
we wish to contemplate, in one impres- 
sive picture, the awfulness of Divine jus- 
tice, the artless, affectionate modesty of 
pious youth, and the submissiveness of 
the aged believer under chastisement, we 
must resort to this narrative, and follow it 
verse by verse. Every word isemphatical. 
Truth blazes through the whole ; faith 
finds the stamp of inspiration on the 
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record : infidelity confesses that it is very 
unlike a forgery. 

But we are concerned with it chiefly 
as it discloses to us God's destination of 
Samuel to the high and holy office in 
which we are presently to behold him 
fixed. This is intimated to us in the 
succeeding verses. 

" And Samuel grew, and the Lord was 
with him, and did let none of his 
words fall to the ground. And all Israel 
from Dan even to Beersheba knew that 
Samuel was established to be a prophet 
of the Lord. And the Lord appeared 
again in Shiloh : for the Lord revealed 
himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word 
of the Lord '." " And the word of Samuel 
came to all Israel." 

Let us consider the circumstances 
under which this remarkable selection 
was made. The impiety and impurity 
which prevailed at the gate of the 
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tabernacle had provoked God to with- 
draw the spirit of prophecy from within 
it, to darken the Urim and Thummim ', 
and cloud the Schekinah '. " Your 
iniquities," said He to them that pre- 
sumed still to minister in his name, " have 
separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid his face trom 
you '." " We wait for light," the mourn- 
ing remnant of faithful and pure wor- 
shippers complained, " hut behold ob- 
scurity, for brightness, but we walk in 
darkness^." 

A star was rising to pierce this gloom ; 
and the birth and nurture of Samuel were 
the auspices of a renewed effusion of the 
spirit of prophecy. His call, of which 
we have just now read the history, was a 
positive assurance to the people of the 
Lord, that God had not " forgotten to 
be gracious" to them. But the revela- 
tion then made to him, bore upon it the 

' Exodus, xxviii. 30. ' Ibid. xl. 34. ' Isaiah lis. 2. 
' Ibid. ver. 9. 
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leep impress of the Divine displeasure at 
the insult offered to his name, and the 
dishonour done to his cause, by the 
licentiousness of the sons of Eli, and the 
supineness of their father. He, the judge 
of Israel, was declared to have incurred 
judgment against himself " for the iniquity 
which he knew, because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them 
not '." To his mortification, he was to 
be passed over in the revival of God's 
direct communication with the minister- 
ing attendants on his tabernacle, and a 
boy who " did not yet know the Lord,'' 
(that is, who was unacquainted with God's 
way of revealing his will to individuals,) 
was to be preferred before him, as the 
hearer and bearer of his word. The 
import of the message, too, although the 
train of calamities which afterward veri- 
fied it, lay shrouded in obscurity, was 
awfully clear in its general character. " I 
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will perform against" Eli " all thin^ 
which I have spoken against his house : 
when I begin, I will also make an end. I 
will judge his house for ever'." 

There never was an occasion on which 
the obligation which lies upon rulers of 
families and nations to enforce obedience 
to the laws of God, and to remove all 
evil example from themselves and their 
own households, was more pointedly in- 
sisted upon than in this instance. There 
was, we may see very clearly, an unwil- 
lingness in Eh to make any painful ex- 
ertion to check the vices of his cliildren. 
His faint expostulation with them, just 
served to show that they need not fear 
that he would adopt any decisive mea- 
sures for their correction. Here was ex- 
emplified that pliant, passive, compro- 
mising habit of mind which is so dan- 
gerous to children and to subjects, in 
parents and magistrates. Only, in the 
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clays of his typical Church and kingdom, 
God was pleased visibly to connect the 
sin with its punishment. In our days, 
the code of His instructions being long 
since complete, and the true deductions 
from it easy and direct, he leaves us to 
trace by observation the earthly conse- 
quences of such sad misgovernment, and 
to argue what its eternal doom will 
prove, if thepe be no timely repentance 
to avert it. 

EH did repent. For penitence alone 
could have suggested that humble and 
submissive reception of the Divine award. 
" It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
him good '." It is from this uncom- 
plaining deference to the censure and 
sentence of the Almighty, joined with 
his tremulous anxiety, afterward evinced, 
for the ark of God, that we infer thus 
favourably of Eli. He knelt to the rod 
that scourged him, and said : " Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him '." 

' 1 Sam. iii. 18. ' Job liii. 15. 
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He swerved not from his allegiance evSl 
while the sword of justice was suspended 
over his head, and cared intensely for 
the honour of God, even when it was 
about to be vindicated by his own pun- 
ishment. One tender relative, a daughter- 
in-law, shared his feehngs and his fate. 
The mother of Ichabod sank under the 
stroke which smote down Eli. But both 
escaped eternal death. Both, we may 
assuredly hope, were granted a saving 
interest in the only preservative from 
endless misery, the blood of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. 
Hophni and Phinehas died in all the 
insolence of impiety. We dare not talk 
of salvation for them. But the sun of 
Eli did not set in the blackness of dark- 
ness, nor did the wife of Phinehas perish 
everlastingly. The cup might not pass 
from their lips : the bitter draught was 
necessarily to be drained. It killed their 
bodies, but not their souls. The judge 
and his daughter-in-law died reconciled to 
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iheir Judge and Father. Be it our prayer, 
that we may be so exercised by our chas- 
tisements, that they may " yield unto us 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness '." So 
though we may not be spared here, we 
shall be saved hereafter. 

There was consolation for the waiting 
servants of the Lord, as well as hope for 
the penitent, in this awful tissue of events. 
" Behold the goodness and severity of God" 
(it might have been said to every pioua 
individual of that generation), " on them 
that fell, severity, but toward thee, good- 
ness, if thou continue in his goodness ^" 
A prophet of the Most Highest is growing 
up among you, who shall '* weep between 
the porch and the altar ^ " for the calami- 
ties induced by the perversities of his 
countrymen, and say, " spare thy people, 
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to 
reproach, that the heathen should rule 
over them. Then will the Lord be 
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jealous for his land, and pity his people . 
" The glory is departed from Israel : the 
ark of God is taken'/' but Samuel, the 
preacher of repentance, lives, and he is 
to you the pledge of God's gracious inten- 
tions toward you. Watch with him, and 
pray with him : and the ark will return, 
and the glory will re-appear. 

Is there not a word for us also, my 
Christian friends, in these solitary Pro- 
vidences which we are tracing ? There 
is. A time may come, it may come 
suddenly, when the ark of God, which 
our forefathers enshrined in defences 
cemented by the blood of martyrs — when 
the church of God, which they fenced 
round by our venerable Establishment — 
shall seem to be abandoned to the foe, 
not indeed through the presumption, but 
through the pusillanimity of the leaders 
of the people. There is no cause for 
alarm lest they confide rashly in the for- 
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tunes of the sacred ensigns, but there is 
lest they precipitately desert them : lest 
they count as nothing the invisible guard- 
ianship which God exercises over the 
house wherein He has set his name, and 
yield holy ground with a faint struggle, or 
with no struggle at all, to the Philistine of 
these latter days, the infidel, the agitator, 
the destroyer. In such an hour, should It 
arrive, let not your faith fail. God will 
yet " remember his congregation, which 
He has purchased of old; the rod of his 
inheritance, which He has redeemed : the 
mount Zion, wherein He has dwelt'.' 
With the same care with which he fos- 
tered Samuel for the rescue of Israel, 
will he foster men of Samuel's spirit to 
rally you, and reinstate you in your 
original position. He will not suffer the 
pillar of witness to lie prostrate, which 
England set up at the Reformation. Nay, 
he will scare away its assailants from 
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their attempts to prostrate it, if you do 
but show yourselves sincerely desirous 
that it should be kept upright and in 
honour among you. Now such desire is 
best evinced and vindicated by pure 
Churchmanship of conduct, by an adhe- 
rence not with our lips only, but with 
our lives also, to the great truths which 
were re-illumined and recognised anew, 
when our ancestors renounced the fictions 
under which the Romish pontiff and priest- 
hood had hidden them. " As many as 
live according to this rule," through the 
grace given in answer to their prayers, 
may hope with humility that they have 
a part assigned to them in preserving our 
ark from ignominious capture, our na- 
tional profession of Christianity from 
being exposed to contumelious renuncia- 
tion. But it is personal piety, and not 
clamorous profession : it is conscientious 
attachment, and not the mere echo of a 
political watch-word, which will qualify 
men for this honourable service. It will 
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involve conflicts too sharp for the en- 
durance of any who adhere to the cause 
on secondary motives. 

We are straying from Samuel's his- 
tory, in following out the thoughts which 
it suggested. Where is he ? how em- 
ployed at the epoch which we have 
reached) which is that of the fulfilment 
of the awful prediction which God in- 
spired him to deliver to Eli, about eight 
years hefore ? 

We are not expressly told ; but we 
may safely conjecture. When his in-* 
fatuated countrymen rushed to the fray 
against the Divine warnings, assuming to 
themselves that they could command suc- 
cess, and compel God to be on their side ', 
did Samuel hasten from tent to tent, from 
man to man, to advise, to supplicate them 
to retreat? We do not think it. He 
knew that the decree had gone forth, that 
the word was spoken, and that God was 
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not " a man that He should lie, nor the 
son of man, that He should repent'." 
He lay mourning, until that judgment 
should be overpast. It came; it burst 
upon the nation : it engulfed the house 
of Eli. Then it was that Samuel arose 
and opened afresh his high commission. 
Then was " all Israel from Dan even to 
Beersheba" reminded " that Samuel was 
established to be a prophet of the Lord\" 
Strong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might, he commenced a task the doing 
of which is not heard of till it be done : 
till Israel repents at the preaching of 
Samuel: and God forgives and blesses, 
on the repentance of Israel. For twenty- 
tedious years of servitude and humilia- 
tion, Samuel prays for the people, and 
strives with the people. He reproves 
those who had put no diflference between 
the clean and the unclean, who were well 
pleased to have a Hophni and a Phinehas 

' Num. xxiii, 19. ' I Sam, 
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ministers of the Lord, as a standing 
licence for their own licentiousness. With 
impartial fidehty, he rebukes those also, 
who had abhorred the ofFeritig because 
they who presented it were unworthy, 
and had forsaken the altar in moody 
captiousness, because God did not at once 
call down fire from heaven to consume 
those profane ones. With each and all, 
as their several cases required, he pleads, 
argues, and remonstrates, persuading 
them by " the terrors of the Lord," be- 
seeching them by His mercies, tilt the 
sorrow which was at first but the sor- 
row of the world (wounded pride and 
disappointed resentment), is wrought into 
" repentance unto salvation," till all the 
men of Israel are melted into lamentation, 
not merely after the ark and victory, but 
after the Lord and pardon. And then 
He is gracious and delivers them. " As 
Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, 
the Philistines drew near to battle against 
Israel : but the Lord thundered with 
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a great thunder on that day upon the 
PhiUstines, and discomfited them, and 
they were smitten before Israel ; and the 
men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, 
and pursued the Philistines, and smote 
them until they came under Beth-car. 
Then Samuel took a stone, and set it 
between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the 
name of it Ebenezer, saying : Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us'." Such was 
the crowning act, the commemorative 
seal of his first finished period of prayer, 
perseverance, patience, and every other 
exercise of faith. But I reserve the 
fuller development of this observation 
for my next lecture. Let me close the 
one in hand by a few remarks allusive to 
the privilege derived by private believers 
of that generation from the call of 
Samuel. 

Those who have known what it is to 
live in a land where no creature speaks 
from God, or for God : and such has been 
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the lot of the captive Christian oftentimes 
and long: those too, who inhabiting a 
professedly Christian neighbourhood, find 
the revealed truths, in which their minds 
are intensely interested, unimpressively 
set forth by their authorised expounders, 
suppressed and buried in social inter- 
course, whether it be under a noisy 
torrent of open profaneness, or the still 
and stagnant effusion of the natural 
apathy of the human heart to heavenly 
things, they can estimate the joy which 
ran from soul to soul, among the 
fainting worshippers of the Lord, when 
Samuel was established to be his pro- 
phet in Israel. For now there was one 
who could speak with authority, and 
would speak with fidelity to the con- 
sciences of men, one who would uphold 
the cause of righteousness with the breath 
of inspiration, and awe blasphemers into 
mutes. There now was one to whom 
"they that feared the Lord'" might 
' Makchiiii. 16. 
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resort as to a champion and a counsellor, 
one removed alike above the suspicion of 
compromise and the vulgar reproach of 
enthusiasm. How glorious the post! 
how seasonable the succour emanating 
from it! How interesting to us Ministers 
of a National Chm-ch, its undeniable 
though distant, resemblance to the work 
which we have to do, whenever called to 
exercise our office under circumstances 
of time or place depressing to the true 
followers of Christ ! How humbling the 
reflection of our immeasurable inferiority 
to Samuel and his successors ! Yet let 
not the comparison be perverted into 
food for the excitement of fastidious or 
fanciful minds ! Let not any who live 
under the ministrations of an inexpe- 
rienced or feeble-minded pastor, impute 
their own backwardness to his defi- 
ciencies, and " say in their haste," oh ! 
for a Samuel within reach for me to con- 
sult, for me to take courage, instruction, 
and example from ! It is unwise, it is 
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tlsafe for them to fancy that if they had 
such or such an adviser at hand, their 
way would always be plain, and their 
steps firm. Were their imagination at 
once realized ever so minutely, they 
might only find its fallacy, only discover 
some insufficiency in him who was to be 
every thing to them, some unwillingness 
in themselves, who were to be so obedient 
to his counsel. It is best, it is indeed 
our only true wisdom to leave the selec- 
tion of our helps to progress in the 
Divine life wholly to Him who can at 
his pleasure make the feeble to be as 
David, and David as an angel of the 
Lord. Still, whenever it does please 
Him to place us (whether we are of the 
ministry or of the laity) within access of 
fellow Christians of piety and experience, 
of enlightened judgment, and well re- 
gulated temper, let us gratefully embrace 
the privilege, and seek to enjoy and to 
improve it. For it is a provision graci- 
ously bestowed to cheer our spirits and 
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keep alive our hopes amid the wearying 
stages of the world. '^ As iron sharpeneth 
iron," so do such men '^ sharpen the 
countenances of their friends \" It is an 
assurance to fortify our faith, for nothing 
tends more to make men " strong in the 
Lord," than the sight of that calm, un- 
wavering confidence in Him, which his 
servants, who are ripening for immor- 
tality, exhibit. May we ever delight in 
witnessing it ! May we sincerely emulate 
the tone in which they manifest, modestly 
and without constraint, the diffusion of 
that holy, happy faith, through all their 
joys and all their anticipations, all their 
plans and all their prospects ! 

^ Prov. xxvii. 17. 
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Never has the elevation of any person 
to the chief magistntcy of a natioD taken 
place under circumstances more promis- 
ing than those which characterised the ac- 
cession of Samuel to the office of Judge 
over Israel. It is only in the history of 
the same people that we can find any 
paraUel to it. I doubt whether even in 
that history a parallel occurs, which can 
be carried on so as to exhibit a govern- 
ment as unblemished as his own personal 
administration was throughout its course. 
Piously educated, and devoted from 
his childhood to the immediate service erf 
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God, brought up under the 
tendence of one who was experienced 
in all the difficulties of government, and 
who was faithful in all points but one 
to the duties which it imposes, Samuel 
enjoyed opportunities of instruction and 
observation by which any well-disposed 
and sensible mind would have profited ' 
much. But he had higher privileges 
than these. That one failure in Eli's 
government to which I have alluded was 
pointed out to him by a special revela- 
tion, which commanded him to declare 
the chastisement destined for it. From 
this era in his life commenced a period, 
lasting to his death, during which " the 
preparation of " his "heart and the an- 
swer of" his " tongue ' " were peculiarly 
and immediately from the Lord. Under 
this heavenly discipline he continued 
throughout that period of seclusion which 
terminated in his appearing as the ddi- 



verer of Israel. Its effects were subse- 
quently manifested by his bright career 
through official and extraordinary duties 
in the loftiest station to which national 
gratitude, guided by a Divine suggestion, 
could raise him. One instance of infir- 
mity excepted, he presents to us, as a 
ruler, a spotless example. 

The office of Judge, with which we 
now find him invested, gave to him the 
right of determining causes, and of en- 
forcing the law throughout the land. It 
made him also the leader of the people, 
on every lawful occasion of their taking 
up arms. It did not confer the priest- 
hood on him. But he retained with it 
the gift of prophecy, which no other 
judge seems to have enjoyed : for De- 
borah was called a " prophetess," it is 
thought, in a sense of the word which 
does not imply the power of predicting 
future events. He was, by the ordinary 
prerogative of his office, the chief de- 
fender of religion, against neglect and 
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insult, throughout the tribes. But he 
could not, even with the intent of serving 
the cause of religion, enact a single new 
law. Much less could he repeal an old 
one. He was neither more nor less than 
the authorised administrator of the law, 
which was to serve ' " till the seed should 
come to whom the promise was made." 
When the application of that law was 
obscure, or the pubhc emergency per- 
plexing, he resorted, we conceive, to the 
Urim and Thummim (lights and perfec- 
tions) on the breast-plate of the high- 
priest, for counsel. If the gems thus 
denominated beamed with a kindly lustre, 
he deemed the view which he had taken, 
or the plan which he had conceived, ap- 
proved of God : if they shone but dimly, 
he argued the reverse, and waited for 
clearer instruction. So, at least, we 
venture to conjecture concerning the 
mapper in which that miraculous oracle 
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declared the will of God. Of the fact 
itself, that there was tliis mysterious pro- 
vision made for the guidance of the nation 
and its rulers under circumstances of dif- 
ficulty, we can entertain no doubt. The 
Bible records both its institution and its 
use '. We infer, therefore, that Samuel 
sought counsel from it, when neither by 
vision, nor by impulse of inspiration, was 
his way shown him under dubious cir- 
cumstances. For such was the direction 
of the Almighty whom he studiously 
obeyed. One error and misfortune of 
bis public life, to which allusion has 
already been made, and will be renewed, 
probably arose out of his not suspecting 
a diflSculty, or a danger, where both ex- 
isted. But of this hereafter. 

Such then was the rank and station of 
Samuel. It remains to consider how he 
adorned it by his conduct. 



' Exodus xxviii. 30. Num. : 
:viii. 6. 
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In pursuing this inquiry, we shall find 
ourselves establishing the assertion made 
in the preceding lecture, that his motive 
and principle was faith, the same faith 
essentially as that which constitutes the 
mainspring of Me true Christian character. 

To perceive this clearly, we must bear 
in mind that the objects of faith may 
and must vary in successive ages of the 
Church, although its nature and spirit 
are ever the same. The plan and pro- 
cess of salvation have been gradually un- 
folded to man. To our first parents it 
was revealed, that sin placed the creature 
in a state of alienation from the Creator, 
that its earthly consequence was labour, 
pain, and woe, and its remoter punish- 
ment eternal death, but that Divine mercy 
reserved a way of deliverance, through 
One of woman born, who should en- 
counter and vanquish the tempter. On 
this broad but simple outline, was the 
faith of the first generation of penitent 
sinners exercised. The very dimness 
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and distance of the promised rescue, 
threw the soul on faith for its evi- 
dence. Time rolled on : the flood came, 
but it did not obliterate the record. 
It received, however, no material ampli- 
fication till the time of Abraham. " In 
him prophecy began to make its larger 
revelations of the objects of faith ' ;" 
Our Saviour says, " Abraham rejoiced to 
see my day, and he saw it, and was glad'." 
We understand these words of the sen- 
sation v?hich he experienced on hearing 
God announce to him, " in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed." He who believed the original 
promise was prepared to understand and 
welcome this particular one, in its true 
and gracious sense. " It was too plain in 
the time of Abraham, that " the serpent's 
head" had not been " bruised" : there were 
no signs in the flood, nor in any thing 
before it, nor after it, that the worst evil 
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of the Fall had been done away. The 
moral interdict, the primeval sentence, 
therefore, remained : and when a general 
blessing, to extend to all the nations of 
the earth, was revealed, it could not be 
understood otherwise than as applying to 
the redemption of man, from the state of 
condemnation into which he had passed '." 
In the temporal promises which accom- 
panied this revelation, there was much to 
illustrate its purport ; and in the sub- 
sequent fulfilment of them, much to con- 
firm belief in it. To Isaac and to Jacob 
was the spintual promise renewed ; by 
the expiring Jacob, by the reluctant Ba- 
laam, by the highly enlightened Moses, 
intimations were given rendering it some- 
what more definite as to the descent, 
time of advent, and dignity of the Mes- 
siah. Still " as to the disclosure made 
by prophecy concerning the Gospel cove- 
nant at the era of the law, the authentic 
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page of Scripture constrains us to ac- 
knowledge that it was neitlier copious 
nor distinct '." And from Moses to 
Samuel, there was no addition made to 
the substance of revelation, " It was the 
stage of prophecy:" (temporal prophecy) 
'* fulfilled, not the source of new pro- 
phecy given '." 

The mercies of God in Christ Jesus, 
then, were but imperfectly pourtrayed in 
the sacred records to which Samuel had 
access. What special illumination God 
might vouchsafe to his mind, elevating 
and enriching it with more detailed views 
of the glorious scheme of redemption, we 
do not know. Perhaps it was granted to 
him to pierce into the hidden meaning of 
the types of the law, and to discern " the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins 
of the world" beneath the ceremonial veil, 
long before it was fully hfted up. Un- 
doubtedly he was one of those who were 

' Daviaoa on Prophecy, Disc, IV. §. 2. 
' Ibid. Disc. IV. §. 4. 
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" persuaded of the promises" in their full 
sense, " and embraced them, and con- 
fessed that they were strangers and pil- 
grims on the earth '." But we have no 
express record left to us of any voice or 
vision vouchsafed to him, such as Isaiah 
for instance heard and saw, and from 
which he derived any knowledge of the 
exacter lineaments of evangelical truth. 
As far as the Bihle informs us, he had do 
more hefore him than those elementary 
features of it, to which allusion has just 
been made. 

If this was indeed all that he knew, 
how glorious a testimony do his life 
and achievements furnish to the power, 
even of so Hmited a portion of that 
animating intelligence from heaven which 
we possess in all its length and breadth, 
and depth, and height ! If, with this 
glimmering light (as it is, compared with 
ours.) he " subdued kingdoms, wrought 
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righteousness, obtained promises," " wax- 
ed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the ahens '," what degree of 
Christian heroism and patience might we 
not be expected to evince, who Hve under 
the mid-day b!aze of Revelation ! Let 
not this reflection be thought wild or un- 
reasonable ! It is granted that none of 
us can ever be placed in Samuel's posi- 
tion. We live under different circum- 
stances. But the virtues which are born 
of faith have equal scope in every age, 
and in every condition. Heroism in the 
face of sin, and patience in gloomy hours, 
are requisite in the most retired life, and 
in the humblest lot. Do we " fight the 
good fight of faith V then, with any of 
Samuel's vigour, cheered as we are with 
tenfold the light which he, perhaps, en- 
joyed from " the Sun of Righteousness ' T 
The question is justifiable : the doubt is 
painful. 
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But if it be insisted on that 
and clearer disclosures of the mystery of 
redemption were made to him than the 
sacred text records, let us remember that 
every particular thus revealed must have 
been an additional trial of his faith. So 
stupendous in all its parts is the method 
of mercy in which Father, Son, and Spirit 
concur, for the deliverance of mankind, 
that the difficulty of conceiving its ac- 
complishment must have increased in 
proportion as the design was unfolded. 
Much, very much that is now demonstra- 
tive evidence to the Christian, being 
established matter of fact, must then have 
worn the aspect of improbability. We 
underrate the implicit trust which the 
" elders" must have reposed in God 
against all their carnal prepossessions, if 
we neglect this consideration. 

Either way, then, great was the fciith 
of Samuel. It built a life of strenuous 
and self-denying effort either on slender 
indications of " the recompence of the 
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ward '," or on a fuller but startling de- 
claration of the only remedy for the fall. 
Either he was content to rely on a Sa- 
viour but dimly shown to him, or he 
overcame that stumbHng-block to mil- 
lions, the mean aspect of a crucified Re- 
deemer. 

Whichsoever supposition we adopt, the 
example is instructive and animating. If 
he knew little and yet obeyed zealously, 
he is an encouraging pattern for all by 
whom the means of grace have been but 
sparingly enjoyed. If he knew all, and 
embraced it all as truth, how fervent 
must have been the prayer which drew 
down for him grace to quell that pride 
which in after-times blazed out from the 
seat on which he sat, and despised and 
rejected Jesus ! 

There is no accounting for his energe- 
tical services in the cause of God and of 
his country on any lower principle than 
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that of faith. Where else but in " the 
evidence of things not seen," could he 
have found the sustaining power which 
upheld his confidence in God during the 
twenty long years in which all visihle 
things were against Israel ? In what 
other frame of mind, than that which I 
have been supposing, could he have 
"believed in hope against hope'," and 
trusted still that the Lord would deliver 
his people ? And if he had looked only 
for a temporal deliverance for himself 
and his fellow-believers, how uncertain 
and unsatisfactory would his prospects 
still have been, how inadequate to ba- 
lance the labour and the peril which be- 
girt him ! Of such deliverances his 
country's annals were full. Yet the na- 
tion was now sunk lower than ever. 
What if it should emerge, only to plunge 
still deeper in disgrace and woe 1 We 
know, and probably Samuel knew (as a 
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prophet) that in fact it would do so. But 
he knew also with " the full assurance of 
faith V' that there was " a better resur- 
rection '," of which all should partake 
who saw and worshipped the hand of 
the Lord in these national chastisements 
and national mercies, tracing the one to 
sin, and the other to love, and reading in 
both the fulfilment of the Law, and the 
lesson of preparation for the Gospel. 
This was the well-spring of his undaunted 
zeal and his untiring patience. It was 
the secret of his influence, too. He 
cheered the souls of his fellow-believers. 
He helped to deepen the compunctions 
of the penitent, by reminding them that 
their Deliverer was to be " bruised" for 
their iniquities. He heightened the as- 
pirations of those who had found peace 
with God, by acknowledging to them 
that he also " desired a better country, 
that is, a heavenly." Such was his " work 
and labour of love ^." 
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But it is not under circumstances of na- 
tional depression, or in a calamitous state 
of the visible Church, that the piety of 
eminent men is most severely tried. There 
is something in the humiliating tendency 
of such a period which restrains profane- 
ness, and disposes men to listen to serious 
admonition, and practise some restraint 
upon evil passions, " lest worse things 
happen to them." It is when the chas- 
tisement is removed, and there is a reflux 
of prosperity, that the rehgious patriot 
dreads most the increase of dissoluteness 
and irreligion. We may be sure, there- 
fore, that the hardest part of Samuel's 
duty commenced when " the Philistines 
were subdued," and " the cities which 
were taken from the Phihstines were re- 
stored to Israel, irom Ekrom even unto 
Gath '." The people now had peace, and 
flourished. If they were not essentially 
changed in temper from what once they 
were', now was the danger great, lest 
' 1 Sam. vii. 13. ' Deut. xxxii. IS. 
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they should forget God, and fall out 
among themselves. At this crisis Samuel 
was invested with the Judgeship. He 
He did not shrink from accepting it : he 
did not seek excuse for retiring from it. 
" Samuel judged Israel all the days of his 
life." 

We were to show how admirably he 
sustained the responsibility of that diffi- 
cult office. But we must first give our 
attention to a very remarkable passage in 
the history of Israel, one at which super- 
ficial readers often stumble, but which to 
the patient and meditative student sup- 
plies a fresh illustration of the consistency 
of God in all his words and works. I 
allude to the displeasure evinced by Him 
at the Israelites desiring to have a king 
after their own fancy. 

I say, " after their own fancy," for this 
it was which gave its guilty cast to the 
desire. It was not their choosing to be 
governed by a king, which was sinful. 
Exactly the contrary. Government by a 
p6 
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" king, as supreme '," had been com- 
mended to them, in the most marked 
manner, by God's declaring Himself 
their King. It was their avowed incli- 
nation to set up one of his own creatures 
in the place of Him, as King, which con- 
stituted their offence. It was their deter- 
mination to renounce Him, in the very 
spirit in which the Jews acted in after- 
time, when they said, '* We have no king 
but Caisar ' ;" and again : " We will not 
have this man," (Jesus who had proved 
Himself God) " to reign over us*." This 
it was which called for the rebuke of 
Samuel, the prophet and viceroy of God, 
and drew on the nation, after a season, 
the admonitory chastisement of Him 
I whom they had thus rejected, God 

carefully guarded his procedure against 
I mistake in this matter. He exercised a 

^^L distinguishing Providence between t^e 
^^M worldly ambition of Israel and the honour 

^^B ■ 1 Pet. 13. John 
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due to royalty itself, as his own approved 
institution. Preparing, as he often does, a 
means of conviction and correction for his 
people through his apparent permission 
of their wilful ways. He deigned to con- 
cern Himself with the selection of an 
earthly monarch for them. He reserved 
to Himself the intention of making him 
ultimately, a scourge and a scandal to 
them rather than a boast and a bulwark, 
as they had proudly designed. For their 
cry was, " now make us a king to judge 
us like all the nations '," that is, you are 
to understand, like all the heathen; just 
such a king, in short as the Jews would 
have made of Jesus, when, after seeing 
his miracles, they wanted to take Him by 
force and make Him a king °. " There- 
fore the thing displeased Samuel, when 
they said, Give us a king to judge us." 
And therefore " the Lord said unto 
Samuel, hearken unto the voice of the 
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people in all that they say unto thee : for 
they have not rejected thee, but they 
have rejected me, that I should not reign 
over them '." 

It is true that there was an ostensible 
pretext for discontent among the Israel- 
ites in the conduct of the sons of Samuel, 
to whom he had unwisely and with a 
blameable confidence in them delegated 
a portion of his judicial functions. The 
love of money, which is " the root of all 
evil," had cankered their hearts, and se- 
duced them from those pure and disin- 
terested principles, in which, as we shall 
presently see, it is certain that he edu- 
cated them, both by precept and ex- 
ample. Here was no fault of his, but 
only a sore trial and a grievous disap~ 
pointment. Pious parents are subject to 
this searching test of their faith. Yet 
the fruit of parental prayer and effort is 
never lost, perhaps not even to the dis- 
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obedient children. We do not hear that 
the sons of Samuel, like those of the too 
easy, negligent Eli, were cut off in their 
sin. It would neither be rash, nor diffi- 
cult, to argue that they lived to repent 
and please God. Neither do we find any 
of their sin charged on criminal indul- 
gence in Samuel. Their degeneracy was 
a cross to him, hut not a judgment upon 
him. Yet we will not argue that he was 
throughout free from blame in his conduct 
respecting them. Either their unrighte- 
ousness was known to him before the 
pubhc resentment blazed out, or it was 
not. If it was, we can hardly acquit him 
of a supineness in the matter which ill 
became the trusted " minister of God for 
good." If it was not, he must have erred 
originally, in committing any portion of 
his trust to colleagues whom he could not 
overlook, and particularly so, if they were 
his own sons, whom the nation would be 
predisposed almost blindly to confide in. 
Samuel did not consult God as diligently, 
4)r as unreservedly, concerning his sons. 
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as he did concerning the direction of his 
own personal conduct. His faith was 
deficient in that great constituent of faith, 
a desire to be guided in all things by 
Almighty wisdom, when he hazarded the 
appointment of them to a station so ar- 
duous and so full of temptation. Hence, 
though he was no partaker of their sin 
by previous laxity of education, he was 
responsible in a measure for its unhappy 
consequences. This, doubtless, he was 
meant to feel, and made to feel. The 
impiety of Israel, in " rejecting God, that 
He should not reign over them," must 
have been additionally embittered to him, 
by the reflection that they had taken oc- 
casion to avow it from the misconduct of 
his own children in the office with which 
he had invested them. Let Christian 
parents observe that there is no snare to 
their judgments more insidious than that 
of partiality to their own offspring. Let 
them pray for a double share of vigi- 
lance in estimating their strength of prin- 
ciple, and purity of heart. Confideuj 
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prematurely reposed in their advan- 
ces in grace, and their ability to re- 
sist the aUurements of evil, has often 
proved a perilous experiment on them, 
and a sad calamity to the Church of God. 
We need not lead jealous or suspicious 
lives with our children : we need not, 
we ought not to be continually thinking 
evil of them ; but we ought to deal cir- 
cumspectly with them, to teach them to 
mistrust themselves, and to deter them 
from accepting promotion which re- 
quires greater maturity of judgment, or 
of piety, rather than urge them on the 
pursuit of it, or even concur in its being 
bestowed on them. 

Christian youths ! count it among your 
higher privileges to be blessed with pa- 
rents who will not suffer you to think more 
highly of yourselves than you ought to 
think '," nor to risk a disgraceful fall 
by aspiring to preferment of dangerous 
height ! 
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I have walked before you from my childhood onto 
this day. Bchuld, here I am : witness against me 
before the Lord, and before his anointed. 

The two great relations of life, in which 
every human being is involved, are our 
duty toward God, and our duty toward 
our neighbour. It is sometimes said that 
we owe also a duty toward ourselves, of a 
distinct and independent character. I am 
inclined to think that this is an imaginary 
addition to our obligations. All that our 
own real interests require will be found 
provided for, in the substance and the 
spirit of those "two great command- 
ments" on which (our Lord has said) 
" hang all the Law and the Prophets." 
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Adhering, then, to this simple and di- 
vinely authorized viewr of the moral obli- 
gations of man, and taking them in all the 
strength in which they apply to those 
who have lived under the immediate 
light of a Divine revelation, whether made 
to them orally, or transmitted to them 
through accredited testimony, we have 
at once before us a test by which to prove 
the moral efficacy o{ faith. If the believer 
do indeed enjoy in his belief a purifying 
spring of action, he will be found ex- 
emplary, — I do not say perfect — in the 
observance of the requirements of God, 
whether concerning devotion of the heart 
and life to Him, or the doing unto our 
fellow-men as we would that they should 
do unto us. There is, however, a very 
important difference between the degrees 
in which our discharge of the one of these 
duties and of the other can be explored 
by those among whom we live. God sees 
all that is in us : neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in His sight : 
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but all things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
do '." But to mortal eyes it is not so. 
Our fellow-creatures must have the evi- 
dence of facts before them, tliey must 
have all that is visible in our moral con- 
duct open to their inspection, in order to 
estimate our characters. This is implied 
in our Lord's saying, " Let your hght so 
shine before men, that they may see your 
good works V' — although He suggests a 
nobler aim than the praise of men as the 
object of this publicity, namely, that they 
may " glorify our Father which is in 
heaven." 

That aim was Samuel's, when he 
challenged a scrutiny of his life, at the 
hands of all Israel, in the words which I 
have cited in the text. His design was 
to lead his countrymen to acknowledge 
his own integrity of conduct, that he 
might immediately take occasion from 
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that acknowledgment to insist on the 
claims of Gud, who had been his teacher 
and guide, to their grateful and active 
obedience. 

For, observe, the very instant that they 
have testified to the purity of his course, 
he turns their attention away from him- 
self, and fixes it upon God : " And Samuel 
said unto the people : It is the Lord that 
advanced Moses and Aaron, and that 
brought your fathers up out of the land 
of Egypt. Now therefore stand still, 
that I may reason with you before the 
Lord of all the righteous acts of the 
Lord, which he did to you and to your 
fathers '." 

I may revert, before I conclude, to the 
sacred duty of endeavouring to make 
every vindication of our character, as be- 
lievers, conducive to the illustration of his 
grace and his goodness, through whom 
alone we can do any good thing. But 
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my present intention draws me to dwell 
chiefly on the connexion between Samuel's 
principles and his practice, between his 
faith and his integrity. 

In the first place, what was that prac- 
tice ? We are enabled to answer that 
question from the mouth of a splendid 
company of witnesses. They were but 
witnesses ; he did not erect them into 
judges : he could not have done so with- 
out degrading himself from the office 
with which God had invested him. He 
retains his dignity, while he evidences his 
frankness, and defies obloquy. " Behold, 
here I am, witness against me before the 
Lord, and before his anointed '." A bold 
challenge, we must admit. It is of im- 
portance to show that it was a safe one. 
It is material to the character of those 
motives and aflfections which the Christ- 
ian preacher exclusively recommends, to 
show that they are productive of a course 
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of living which will bear the severest test. 
And could there be a severer one, than 
to invoke the Supreme Judge to preside 
at this summoning of human witnesses (if 
any such there were) against the blame- 
lessness of his earthly delegate ? Was 
he not still the God who had caused the 
earth to cleave asunder, and swallow up 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, when in the 
pride of their hearts, they had consented 
to abide his judgment in the assembly of 
the people ? Did not Samuel know, as 
the sequel of the narrative shows, that 
He was still ready to discharge the terrors 
of his arm, the lightning and the " hot 
thunderbolt" on the despisers of his 
majesty? No test could be more awful, 
more perilous to the evil-doer and the 
hypocrite, than that to which our prophet- 
judge voluntarily submitted himself. It 
was not from the gathered hosts of Israel 
only that he had to apprehend derision 
and degradation, if his challenge elicited 
any exposure discreditable to him. To 
13 
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them he might have said, " with me i 
a very small thing that I should be judged 
of you or of man's judgment ; yea, I judge 
not mine own self. For I know nothing 
against ' myself, yet am I not hereby 
justified ; but He that judgeth me is the 
Lord ^" Yes : the Lord, who " killeth 
and who maketli alive ':" the Lord, who 
I is " able to destroy both soul and body 
' in hell V Such was the solemnity, such 
the dread certainty of the procedure 
instituted. We go on to observe its 
course and issue. 

Samuel, for strong reasons, and perhaps 
with a feeling allusion also to the corrupt 
practices detected in his own degenerate 
sons, selects, as the ground on which he 
desires especial/.;/ that his own conduct 
should be sifted, the question wiiether he 
has executed his office with perfect up- 
rightness and hoTiesty. " Whose ox have I 
taken ? or whose ass have I taken 1 or 
' " By" in our received version. 
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whom have I defrauded? whom have I 
oppressed,? or of whose hand have I re- 
ceived any bribe to bHnd mine eyes there- 
with ? and I will restore it you '." 

This was as wise as it was candid. For 
of all the entanglements into which men 
of professed religion are apt to fall, those 
which arise out of pecuniary matters, or 
affairs of property, are perhaps the most 
frequent, and certainly are among the most 
dangerous to themselves and to others. 
It is unutterably painful to the truly de- 
voted and decided Christian to meet with 
cases in which a warm and apparently 
cordial preference is evinced for sound 
doctrine, and a strict adherence is main- 
tained to the temperance and sobriety of 
life which so eminently become the be- 
liever, while at the same time there 
betrays itself a desire to grasp at the 
goods of fortune eagerly, or to hold them 
tenaciously. In short — where property 
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has still its shrine in the heart, and reli- 
gion holds divided empire with " covet- 
ousness, which is idolatry '." Here, if any 
where, is the " dead fly'" which spoils all 
the perfume of the Christian name. 
Here is one evidence of a pure faith 
wanting, without which all the rest fail 
Here is a fatal stumbling-block set in the 
way of the children of this world, who 
confess their own worldliness, and see no 
harm in it, Here is an inconsistency for 
them to lay hold on, and feed with it their 
own suspicions of the hypocrisy of all re- 
ligious profession. I would say therefore 
to those who are not unwilling to be 
classed with the (so-called) religious 
world, to share its confidence, and accept 
its compliments, but who carefully evade 
every sacrifice of money, or of things pur- 
chaseable by money, which a faithful and 
generous embrace of its legitimate pui^ 
suits would require : — learn to take shame 




^ yourselves for your hollow-heartedness, 
and to deplore the " offence ' " which it 
causes. And you too, who being care- 
lessly profuse on all occasions, or ambi- 
tious of a name for liberality, fling some- 
times a splendid largess toward a popular 
religious purpose, see whether there be 
not this fault among you also, that you 
are found to have a restless and sweeping 
avidity for the accumulation of that hoard 
from which ye scatter. See whether you 
are not noted as sharp, and somewhat un- 
scrupulous, in the improvement of your 
fortunes. If so, " consider your ways ' :" 
" ye cannot serve God and Mammon \" 
You cannot long maintain the semblance 
of doing so. Weighed in the fine balance 
of the sanctuary, you are naught, and even 
in the coarser scales of the world, you are 
found wanting. If your gains are ever 
urged to the utmost limits which the 
selfish justice of the world permits ; if 
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they habitually encroach on those which 
moderation and disinterestedness pre- 
scribe, be sure that instead of exemplify- 
ing or enforcing the high and holy 
authority of the Gospel of God, you are, 
as far as in you lies, weakening and sub- 
verting it. The more prominent a man 
has been in the advocacy of rehgion's 
cause, the more will that cause suffer by 
him, if it be found that his heart is tainted 
by a passion for lucre. It was with a 
voice prophetical of the dishonour which 
should be done to his glorious name and 
gospel by grasping characters, professing 
and calling themselves Christians, that 
our Lord said to his disciples, *' when 
there were gathered together an innumer- 
able multitude of people, insomuch that 
they trode one upon another," — " Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness '." 

It was, we may justly presume, with s 
divinely inspired consciousness of tbia 
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aeep importance of manifest disinterested- 
ness in the believer to the influence of 
his testimony on behalf of God and his 
truths, that Samuel challenged the detec- 
tion of any wilful deviation from it in his 
conduct. To clear the ground thoroughly 
for an effective expostulation with his 
countrymen on their ill-boding renuncia- 
tion of the Theocracy under which they 
had been privileged to live ', he demands 
to know whether they have ought to 
object against his sincerity, his consis- 
tency, his integrity. He takes no credit 
to himself for the signal services which 
he had rendered them. He intends to 
establish his influence over their minds on 
a more unquestionable basis. God might 
have wrought those great dehverances 
for them by the hands of men whose 
characters were not unspotted, such as 
Gideon ', for instance, and Samson '. 
Samuel's argument will be this ; ' Ac- 

' See Lecture 5. ' Judges viii, 27. 

'Ibid. xiT. 1, 2. xvi. 1. 
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knowledging myself a sinner, as i 
men, before the heart-piercing eye of 
Jehovah, and utterly renouncing all boast- 
ing, in his presence ; if nevertheless, I 
have kept myself pure and " void of 
offence" towards you, in the use of power 
and office which it would have been easy 
for me to abuse ; if I have "coveted no 
man's silver, or gold, or apparel ' :" if I 
have neither " defrauded, nor oppressed" 
any one of you, nor " taken ought of any 
man's hand" for selfish or unlawful pur- 
poses ; impute it to the grace which has 
been granted to my prayers, restraining the 
corruption of my nature, and believe that 
as I have in this respect, at least, walked 
" in the light," so also am I, in some mea- 
sure, competent to advise you how you 
"ought to walk and to please God"." If, 
through the " faith that worketh by 
loveV which you know to be my 
cherished principle, I have been pre- 



' Gai. V. 6. 



LECTURE VI. 



127 



^rved from the snare of cupidity, 
which has caused so many to " fall from 
their stedfastness '/' suffer me to urge on 
you the pressing need which you have to 
cultivate the " like precious faith" afresh, 
at an hour when an ungodly ambition of 
aggrandisement has seduced you into the 
perilous condition of men, who have " re- 
jected the Lord that he should not reign 
over them '," I humbly beheve myself 
to have " the mind of the Lord ' " toward 
you, revealed to me, as heretofore, for 
your rescue and preservation, but as I 
speak not now by express commission, I 
bid you, before you hear me, convince 
yourselves of my claims to your confidence 
by the review of the honesty of my life. 
" Of myself I will not glory, but in mine 
infirmities ^^ But if the divine grace has 
been " sufficient for me" in your sight, will 
you not seek that sufficiency for yourselves 
in his sight ? If he who knows and visits 

' 2 Pet. iii. 17. '1 Sam. vjii. 7. ' I Cor. ii. 
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all my " secret faults," has kept me from 
the " presumptuous sin" of tarnishing the 
rank to which he called me by yielding 
to its accompanying temptations, will you 
not take my experience of his salutary 
restraints, as a proof that I know his way 
of dealing with the lusts of the carnal 
mind, and can teach you to find and 
follow it ? Come, put the question to 
the proof: " I have walked before you 
from my childhood unto this day. Be- 
hold, here I am, witness against me be- 
fore the Lord and his anointed '." For, 
since God has permitted Saul to reign 
over you, though it be with a judgment 
shrouded in the permission, I tender to 
him my subjection also, and " submit" 
myself to him, " for the Lord's sake '." ' 

Such (freely, but not, I hope, irreve- 
rently expanded) was the appeal of Sa- 
muel to thosewho had known his " manner 
of life from his youth ^" Oh, that every 
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professed Christian of exalted station, or 
influential example, could and would do 
the like ! Statesmen of Christendom, 
would that you esteemed it universally as 
the high mark and prize of your calling 
to prepare yourself for such a scrutiny on 
all points, under the influence of the like 
motives ! 

We know the glorious issue. — " They 
said. Thou hast not defrauded us, nor 
oppressed us, neither hast thou taken 
aught of any man's hand. And he said 
unto them, The Lord is witness against 
you, and his anointed is witness this day, 
that ye have not found ought in my hand. 
And they answered. He is witness '." 

We will collect the application to our- 
selves. First, the fact elicited ; then the 
practical inference. 

The fact is this, that faith is the parent 
of integrity. Had not Samuel, in the 
plenitude of an unreserved reliance on 
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God's engagements with them that trust 
in Him, kept his heart so fixed on that 
heavenly recompence, that earthly goods 
stood exposed before him in their com- 
parative worthlessiiess, how improbable it 
would have been that he should have so 
rigidly abstained from availing himself of 
the tempting faciHties of power to ap- 
propriate to himself some fine, some for- 
feiture, some bribe, some booty ! It is 
the concentration of the heart's desires 
on " some better thing '," that raises it 
above the love of pelf. Were this longing 
indeed of a vague and unsupported cha- 
racter, it might prove but a temporary 
impulse, and treacherous preservative 
against covetousness. But faith takes it 
up as it were on eagles' wings, and sus- 
tains its aspiration to the inheritance of 
the saints. The lust of money, and of 
every other transitory possession, dies 
away as the heart ascends towards hea- 

' Heb. si. 40. 
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veil, and the affections set themselves on 
things above. There is no enthusiastic 
contempt of wealth engendered in the 
mind : it is duely valued for its better 
uses : but as for its selfish or its gaudy 
ones, they are despised ; the selfish, be- 
cause the beHever " looks not upon his 
own things ' " only, the gaudy ones, be- 
cause " the fashion of this world passeth 
awayV Hence, (in the example which 
we have been studying) it was through 
no reluctant struggle, no violence put 
upon himself for character's sake, that 
Samuel was enabled to make successfully 
that striking appeal to the people which 
I have cited. To be honest and equitable, 
just and pure, was to him habitual and 
easy. Sordid motives had no power over 
him : the Spirit of God, believingly im- 
plored by him, had weeded them out and 
cast them away, to make room for the 
love by which faith works, the grateful 
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eagerness of a devout heart to contribute 
to the glory of God, by works of piety 
and charity. Seeing the Redeemer of his 
Boul through the transparent veil of pro- 
phecy, he knew himself to be " bought 
with a price '," and so, called to be " holy 
in all manner of conversation '." 

Now, the appUcaiion of this fact is as 
obvious as it is instructive. It goes to 
establish a point which constitutes one 
grand article of the offence which the 
Gospel gives to the world, namely the 
exclusive efficacy of the " grace, which 
bringeth salvation ^" in " purifying the 
heart through faith'." For the con- 
clusion which has been drawn is not 
simply this, that a man who believed as 
Samuel believed, would live as Samuel 
Uved, but that to live as Samuel did, a 
man must believe as Samuel believed. 
This is what infidels call bigotry : for 
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they really think it such. To them it 
seems to amount to the assertion that a 
heap of theoretical notions in the head is 
the only true guide for the heart. In 
short, they first imagine to themselves 
what the Bible calls a " dead faith '," and 
then deride the idea of its being the only 
frame of mind in which men can please 
God. The mistake is so great that one 
can hardly conceive how it should have 
ever become so prevalent, or how, now 
that it has become so, it should ever be 
corrected. For it is a misconstrnction of 
Scriptural opinions which has no colour- 
able ground, no natural origin. The Bible 
contradicts it : the language and the lives 
of believers contradict it. Their uniform 
testimony is, that faith is a joint work of 
the mind and of the feelings, of the rea- 
son and of the affections ; that it is based 
in dehberate conviction, and kept in ex- 
ercise by sober, yet lively emotions, that 
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it is 110 cold, heartless creation of the 
brain, hut an intelligent, upright, and 
generous inmate of the hreast. The 
faith which made Paul a misionary, 
made Howard a philanthropist. The 
one, under the extraordinary, the other 
under the ordinary influences of the 
Holy Ghost, bore living witness to its 
energetical direction of the soul in the 
way of righteousness and charity. Both 
were preceded, in this manifestation of 
its moral fruits, by the son of Hannah. 
He furnished an earlier testimony to the 
truth, that " this is the victory which 
overcometh the world, even our faith '." 
The meanest capacity, the dullest soul 
by nature, may add fresh evidence to the 
same immutable doctrine of revelation. 
And so may the most talented and the 
most ambitious. Those who are the most 
strongly tempted to do evil that good 
may come, to aggrandize themselves by 
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questionable means, that they may for- 
ward some brilliant enterprise, or make 
some splendid acquisition, neither of 
which tend to the glory of God, are as 
welcome to the humbling and chastening 
fountain of faith, as the very abjects are 
to a cheering and consoling draught from 
it. Only they must stoop to drink of it. 
" Ho ! every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters '." 

My fellow-Christians ! there is one 
more inquiry and one more lesson yet 
deducible for us from our investigation of 
the strength and value of Samuel's charac- 
ter. We have traced his integrity to its 
spring-head and found it to be faith. We 
have seen that he employed it as a means 
of commending the service of God to his 
wavering countrymen. Have we the faith 
we ought to have ? We have the true 
object of faith, the promises of God in his 
incarnate Son, set before us, more defi- 
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nitely perhaps than they were to Samuel. 
Do we vindicate the cordiality of our ac- 
ceptance of them, inwardly, before God, 
by a grateful surrender of the soul to 
their guidance, and outwardly, before 
men, by a '^ conversation such as becomes 
the Gospel of Christ \" Oh let us strive 
to show, as Samuel did, that they wean 
us from the meanness, the miserableness 
of world-enthralled habits ! So shall our 
example be classed with his : our testi- 
mony to the purifying energy of faith be 
enrolled with his : and the seal to both 
be, " God is witness '." 

" Lord ! increase our faith ^ !" 

* Phil. i. 27. ^1 Sam. xii. 5. ^ Luke xvii. 5. 




Ab for me, God forbid that I should sin agamst the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you r but I will teach 
you the good and the right way. 

We paused in our review of the impres- 
sive scene which concluded Samuel's judi- 
cial course, to inquire into the principle 
of his conduct, the moving spring of his 
exemplary life. It proved to be faith, as 
might well have been expected by us who 
have been taught by the other Scriptures, 
that " without faith it is impossible to 
please God '." But the question was 
sifted, that our notion of faith itself, 
might not remain wrapped up in barren 
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ilities, but be drawn out into 
practical shape, and be embodied in the 
very frame and temper in which it works, 
In order that we, who have heard 
the truth, should " examine ourselves," 
whether " we be in the faith, prove our 
own selves'/' it is evidently necessary 
that we should discard that vague and 
superficial conception of it, by content- 
ing themselves with which so many evade 
the test. In order, too, that we may 
" contend " intelligently and feelingly 
" for the faith once delivered to the 
saints V' we must know it to be what it 
was in Samuel, a firm and glowing con- 
fidence in the " sure mercies^" of God, 
secured to the penitent believer, in and 
through the " Seed of the woman *," that 
was to " bruise the serpent's head ;" and 
producing in him a grateful eagerness 
to glorify God, and serve his fellow-men, 
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^ty love '." We must know this by 
Divine teaching : and (as was said to you 
at the beginning of these Lectures) God, 
in the sacred volume, teaches much by 
example, such as He made Samuel's to 
be. And it is well for us to be able to 
cite such examples, in their true strength 
and clearness, when we have occasion 
" in meekness to instruct them that 
appose themselves'" to views which, for 
the most part, they do not understand. 
But that we may, under Divine grace, do 
visible justice to those views ourselves, 
we must know their value by personal 
experience also. We must be able to 
plead and to shew, that we have tried 
them, and found them efficacious. We 
must have been guided by them into a 
habit of life, fit to make each of us " an 
example of the believers, in word, in con- 
versation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity "." And is this so very hard ? Oh 

I Galatians v. 6. 13. 22. ' 2 Tim. ii. 25. 

' 1 Tim. iy. 12 
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that we pondered well the double imp^ 
the humbling and the encouraging sense 
of our Lord's declaration : " With men 
this is imposible : but with God all things 
are possible '." Would that we went on 
to reflect, on the unfailing certainty of 
his word, who has said, " Ask, and it 
shall be given you'!" 

But the fruits of faith, as developed in 
Samuel, have not yet been fully exhi- 
bited. I mean its ordinary fruits, sucli 
as we too, if we have faith, genuine faith, 
shall be sure to produce. A tender and 
earnest regard for the souls even of those 
who have injured us, with a faithful and 
friendly boldness in counseUing them to 
seek their salvation, is yet to be exem- 
plified in our Judge of the Hebrews, abdi- 
cating his office. May we learn to emu- 
late it, remembering that we have the 
advantage of an infinitely superior pat- 
tern, Jesus, who deigned to warn even 
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the malicious Caiaphas of judgment to 
conie ', and prayed forgiveness for his 
murderers', as He hung upon the cross! 
We must not, however, pass unnoticed 
the miraculous attestation to the autho- 
rity of this eminent believer, which it 
pleased God to grant to him before the 
eyes of the people, who had so vexed 
him with their perversity, and for whom 
He yet cared so affectionately. It has 
not been our leading purpose to dwell 
upon the events, (of which this was one) 
in which God's awful and gracious ways 
of dealing with Israel are incidentally 
illustrated in the hfe of Samuel. But 
here is a Divine act recorded, which so 
solemnly designates our Prophet as a re- 
prover of sin, especially commissioned 
and upheld by God, that it would be ir- 
reverent in us not to advert to it, and 
indeed an omission of no small detriment 
to our actual object. 
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Samuel had reminded the assembled 
multitude once more of the profane in- 
gratitude, the graceless want of faith, 
which they had recently evinced. " When 
ye saw that Nahash the king of the chil- 
dren of Ammon came against you, ye said 
unto me. Nay : but a king shall reign 
over us : when the Lord your God was 
your king'." He subjoins, however, im- 
mediately, an assurance that if their 
future conduct, under this earthly mo- 
narch, bore " fruits meet for repentance," 
they should be suffered to enjoy the 
guidance of the Almighty. " If ye will 
fear the Lord, and serve Him and obey 
His voice, and not rebel against the com- 
mandments of the Lord, then shall both 
ye and also the king that reigneth over 
you continue following the Lord your 
God." Observe, he does not even on 
these conditions promise them national 
wealth and grandeur. These things they 

' ] Sam. xii. 12. 
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were to acquire, not under Saul indeed, 
but under David, raised to the throne by 
the fall of Saul. Yet not as a reward 
were they then to enjoy them. Isra^ 
neither did nor could merit them '. As 
a predicted trust, the abuse of which' 
would finally seal their rejection as a 
nation, was that power and greatness to ' 
come upon them. Therefore Samuel, 
faithful to the truth he knew, gives them 
no encouragement on that ground. But 
he tries to stimulate them by a nobler 
promise, which was fulfilled and to this 
hour is being fulfilled, to all who availed 
themselves of it, and to their children of 
a like heart with themselves : yes, ful- 
filled to the uttermost in the blessings 
awarded to the " remnant according to 
the election of grace \" " The election 
hath obtained it and the rest were 
blinded." To the clear-sighted and ta 
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the blind alike he forbears not to add : 
" But if ye will not obey the voice of the 
Lord, but rebel against the command- 
ment of the Lord, then shall the hand of 
the Lord be against you, as it was against 
your fathers." 

The sea rufBed by the wind is as likely 
to retain characters traced upon it, as an 
elated and ambitious multitude is to medi- 
tate seriously on " words of truth and so- 
berness'," which aim at humbhng and re- 
straining them. It is God alone who 
" stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise 
of their waves, and the tumult of the 
people'." When He causes judgment to 
be heard from heaven, the earth fears 
and " is still "." 

Conscious of this, by a heavenly im- 
pulse, Samuel invokes the Divine inter- 
position to fix the words of his counsel in 
the hearts of his wayward hearers. ' Had 
not Samuel before consulted with his 
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Maker, and received warrant for this act, 
it had been presumption and tempting of 
God. It was now a noble improvement 
oi faith '." 

" Now therefore stand and see" (he 
cried) " this great thing, which the Lord 
will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat- 
harvest to-day ? I will call unto the 
Lord, and He shall send thunder and 
rain : that ye may perceive and see that 
your wickedness is great, which ye have 
done in the sight of the Lord in asking 
you a king'." 

Observe : ' the hot and dry air of that 
chmate did not wont to afford in that 
season as much moist vapour as might 
raise a cloud, either for rain or thunder ; 
He that knew that God could and would 
do both these, without the help of second 
causes, puts the trial upon this issue '.' 

" So Samuel called unto the Lord : 

' Bishop Hall's Contemplations, xii. 6. 

' 1 Sara. xii. 18, 17. 

' Bishop Hall's Contemplations, xii. 6. 
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and the Lord sent thunder and rain that 
day: and all the people greatly feared 
the Lord and Samuel \" 

Yes : ' no sooner hath Samuers voice 
ceased^ than God*s voice begins. Every 
burst of thunder spake judgment against 
the rebellious Israelites, and every drop of 
rain was a witness of their sin '.' 

Thus, by a supernatural manifestation 
of his displeasure, God struck terrible 
conviction into the breasts of these bold 
sinners, and drove them to the refuge of 
the *' prayers of his saints." 

^' And all the people said unto Samuel : 
Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy 
God, that we die not. For we have 
added unto all our sins this evil, to ask 
us a king ^*' 

On the temper and the tone of Samuel's 
reply to this tremulous petition from 
those who had just before been dealing 

* 1 Sam. xii. 18. 

' Bishop Hall's Contemplation xii. 6. 

' 1 Sam. xii. 19. 
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so imperiously with him, I shall presently 
dwell. Siififer, however, a short comment 
by the way, on the sufficiency of the evi- 
dence which we have for the truth of the 
narrative just cited of a signal miracle 
wrought in confirmation of a prophet's 
words. What I am going to bring for- 
ward applies with similar force to every 
such record which is found in the Old 
Testament. It is a consideration therefore 
of deep importance to the believer who 
desires to be armed at all points against 
the assaults of the infidel on the strong 
hold of his hope. I proceed to state it. 

Laying out of the question the assur- 
ances, direct and indirect, which we have 
on the highest authority of the inspiration 
of the writers of "the Law, the Prophets'," 
and " the Psalms %" we may say that the 
credit of their historical narratives will 
be firmly established, if we can show that 
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they passed the ordeal of a public inves- 
tigation by those who were the parties 
concerned in the events which they pro- 
fess to record. Now that they did so, 
may thus be proved. 

There is not one writer of the sacred 
History expressly mentioned throughout 
the Bible, but it is also said, or implied of 
him, in some other part of Scripture, that 
he was a prophet, or one of the *' sons 
of the prophets \" Samuel is but a 
single case in point *. They commenced 
historians, therefore with all the conspicu- 
ousness of the prophetical office attaching 
to them. Again, there were not mere vo- 
lunteers in this department. They were 

' 1 Kings XX. 35. 2 Kings ii. 3. 5. 

^ Moses and Joshua begin the series. Samuel, 
Nathan, Gad, Shemaiah, Isaiah, Daniel, Ezra, Nehe- 
miah continue it. These men were ** the established 
oracles of their country." Bishop Gray's Key to 
the Old Testament, p. 333. ed. 1. Nothing done 
by them could be done without notice, and *' in a 
comer." Acts xxvi. 26. 
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not like the bulk of profane historians, 
private persons, the credit of whose nar- 
rative rests wholly on their personal ve- 
racity and uncommissioned diligence in 
the investigation of facts. They had the 
sanction of a Divine, a Royal, and a Na- 
tional commisssion. They were not 
simply the historians, they were' the his- 
toriographers of their country, the autho- 
rised registrars of national occurrences. 
To them it was referred and entrusted to 
enter all public records, whether of his- 
tory or of prophecy, in those sacred 
archives, from which the volume of the 
Old Testament is exclusively derived. 
These were not sealed books. They 
constituted the continuation of the writ- 
ings of Moses, in the contents of which, 
as including a Divine charter of inesti- 
mable national privileges, every Israelite 
felt a deep interest and curiosity. The 
predictions inserted in them successively, 
are said to have been first promulgated 
by ' uttering them aloud in some pubhc 
b3 
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place^ or by affixing them on the gates 
of the temple where they might be 
generally seen and read'.' Can we 
suppose that they gave less publicity 
to the annals which they compiled, 
or subjected them to a less severe 
scrutiny? Can we imagine that they 
who were, in virtue of their august 
commission, leading agents in the great 
occurrences which they registered, could 
or would have falsified that register 
in the face of God to whom they 
daily appealed, and in that of their 
countrymen, who exercised, as we know, 
so jealous a vigilance over all their 
actions ? Surely they must have com- 
posed the history of their times, under 
an infinitely deep impression of their re- 
sponsibility ', and a glare of publicity, 
which made the success of imposture 



* Bishop Gray's Key, p. 334. 
' For the extent of their commission as historio- 
graphers and the impartiality with which they exer- 
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hopeless, even if the design of it could 
have been conceived. They necessarily 
submitted the entries which they made 
to the view of that very generation whose 
eye-sight and personal experience formed 
the test and trial of their truth ; and who 
would have eagerly and angrily torn from 
the record, as a sacrilegious falsehood, 
any attempted interpolation, especially of 
a miraculous character. Nay more, a 
stronger feeling than the love of truth, 
an irritated indignation at audacious ca- 
lumny, would have caused king and 
people, in many instances, to destroy the 
pages which falsely ascribed shame to 
them, in any particular. Exultingly, for 
instance, would the violent Saul and his 
partisans have branded Samuel with the 
guilt of defamation, could they have con- 

cised it. Bee such passages as 2 Kings xir. 28. xx. 
20. 2 ChroD.xxxii. 32. 2 Kings xxi. 17. Compare 
1 Chron. xxix. 29. 2 Chron. ix. 29. sii. l.'j. xxvi. 
22, &c. 

H 4 
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tradicted one jot or tittle of the awfiil 
record which we have just been consider- 
ing^ as it has been transmitted to us, from 
the archives in which it must at once have 
been deposited. I say, ' at once/ because 
the practice of chronicling in such ar- 
chives the national history having been 
commenced by Moses, under direction 
confessedly Divine, and continued by his 
successors notoriously under the same 
auspices, the people whose glory it was 
to be signalised by the Divine notice, 
would never have tolerated any interrup- 
tion or suppression of the practice. Thus 
Saul, during the forty years of his dis- 
astrous reign, concurred in a reverent 
(though probably reluctant) custody of 
the instrument which certified the dis- 
pleasure of the Almighty at Israel's hav- 
ing demanded such a one as him ^ to be 
their king. And thus, from the days of 
Saul to our own, has descended the stu- 

' 1 Sam. viii. 20. 
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pendous detail, authenticated by thet 
but universal assent of those who coulf^J 
have confuted it at once, had it beeif ■ 
untrue, and whose warmest passions 
would have impelled them irresistibly to 
do so, if they could. 

This argument ', which is entirely in- 
dependent of the established proofs of the 
inspiration of Moses, of Joshua, and of 
" the prophets from Samuel and those 
that follow after'," niay not be without 
its use and its comfort to ourselves and 
to others, in days in which they " who 
sit in the seat of the scorner ' " are 
assuming increased boldness, and af- 
fecting to despise the evidences which 
they cannot overthrow. When " the 
enemy thus comes in like a flood *" it is 
time to " mark well our bulwarks," and 



' The author is indebted to Leslie's Short Way 
wilb the Deists for its principle, and to Chandler's 
Vrndication of the Clirislian Religion lor some of its 
details : also to Bi&hop Gray's Key, already cited. 

' ActBiii. 24. ' Ps. i. 1. ' Isa. lix. 19. 
h5 
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stand up in our whole armour of proof 
against those, whose war-cry against our 
holy and happy religion is " rase it, 
rase it, even to the foundations thereof *.** 
" The Spirit of the Lord lifts up his 
standard against theni'.'* Let us vigi- 
lantly rally under it ! 

I proceed to notice the solemn and 
affecting words with which Samuel ' com- 
forted the people in God's mercy,' (as 
the heading of the chapter has it in 
our Bibles,) after the awful intimation 
which they had just received through the 
clouds of the air, from Him before whom 
the '^ nations are counted as the small 
dust of the balance *." 

" And Samuel said unto the people : 
Fear not : ye have done all this wicked- 
ness : yet turn not aside from following 
the Lord, but serve the Lord with all 
your heart : and turn ye not aside : for 
then ye should go after vain things which 

* Ps. cxxxvii. 7. * Isa. lix. 19. ' Isa. xl. 15. 
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cannot profit, not deliver ; for they are 
vain. For the Lord will not forsake his 
people for his great name's sake : hecause 
it hath pleased the Lord to make you his 
people. Moreover as for me, God forbid 
that I should sin against the Lord in 
ceasing to pray for you : but I will teach 
you the good and the right way : Only 
fear the Loed, and serve Him in truth 
with all your heart : for consider how 
great things He hath done for you. But 
if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be 
consumed, both you and your king '." 

Surely there never were words uttered 
which bore more strongly upon them the 
impress of warm affection tempered by a 
pious wisdom. We trace in them that 
alternation of frankness and tenderness ; 
of encouragement and caution ; of cordial 
sympathy, and careful admonition, which 
characterises the anxious and experienced 
friend. We recognise in them that just 
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conception of the character of God which 
only the true servants of God acquire ; 
and that mistrust of the stability of salu- 
tary impressions on the heart of man^ 
which a watchful solicitude for the souls 
of our brethren, as well as for our own, 
gradually fixes on the mind. But prin- 
cipally, we own and admire the generous 
disclaimer of all resentment at the in- 
gratitude of his countrymen, which shines 
forth in our Prophet's ardent ejacula- 
tion : " God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for 
you ^ !" " Brethren," said another in after- 
times, who had *' thrice been beaten with 
rods, once stoned," through the malice 
of " false brethren,** " his own country- 
men ^ ;" Brethren, my heart's desire and 
*' prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved \'* We impute this pa- 
tient and forgiving love to " the Spirit 
of Christ" dwelling in the mind of the 

' Text. * 2 Cor. xi. 25, 26. » Rom. x. 1. 
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Apostle. Can we ascribe the same holy 
and enduring affection in Samuel to any 
other source ? " By their fruits ye shall 
know" the children of God in Christ 
*' from the beginning of the world even 
until now." As a prophet, as a " preacher 
of righteousness," Samuel spoke " as he 
was moved by the Holy Ghost '." Were 
not, then, the feelings of his breast, the 
effusions of his heart, under the gover- 
nance of the same gracious Being, whose 
influence was secured to believers of every 
age by the blood of " the Lamb slain," 
in purpose and effect " from the founda- 
tions of the world ' ?" We see and know 
that they must have been so. I 

We know, too, that if we sincerely a^ J 
and seek the same Divine and animating ' 
direction, we are sure to obtain it. In 
Samuel's conduct and tone before God, 
and toward his national brethren, there- 
fore, there is a pattern within the reach 
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of our imitation^ and indeed evidently 
proposed for it. Let us study it as our 
parting view of those particular excel- 
lencies of his character which make him 
a practical example for us, whatever be 
our station. One more essay on the 
Bible narrative of his Ufe and death shall 
be reserved to comprise a few remarks on 
his solemn denunciation against Saul for 
disobedience to the Lord, his deeply 
lamented decease, and his mysterious re- 
appearance after death. May nothing be 
said but what is '* good to the use of 
edifying ^ !" 

First J then, we should observe Samuel's 
own steady confidence in the enduring 
mercy of God, and his anxiety that the 
terrified sinners before him should not 
for a minute despair of it. To each of 
us, in our seasons of spiritual dejection, 
he may be conceived to address the same 
words : " Only fear the Lord, and serve 

* Eph. iv. 29. 
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Him in truth with all your heart," — go 
not " after vain things, which cannot 
profit or deliver ' ;" and the most alarm- 
ing discouragements, shall in good time 
vanish. Even when you have the 
strongest reason to apprehend yourself 
under his heavy displeasure, when He is 
manifestly chastening you for your sins ; 

When vexing thoughta within you rise 
And sore diEmayed, your spirit dies, 

yet " turn not aside from following the 
Lord." Say not " it is vain to serve 
God '." " No chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous : 
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness to them 
that are exercised thereby \" Be thus 
exercised, be thus disciplined, peni- 
tently, yet gratefully, and as crea- 
tures who are acquiring fresh experi- 
ence of the awful tenderness of their 
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Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. It 
is by his continual testimony against 
your sin that you know Him to be 
''justV Own that testimony to be 
faithful and friendly, let it bind your 
heart more closely to Him, let it guide 
you in humility and prayer to the great 
*' propitiation for our sins *," and you 
shall know Him also to be *' the justifier 
of Him that believeth in Jesus ^" Under 
the scourge of his fatherly correction, 
cleave to Him, confide in Him ! *' The 
Lord will not forsake his people for his 
great name's sake." Consider how great 
things He has done for you *, in revealing 
to you the deadliness of sin, and the new 
life that is in the Saviour. He that has 
begun a saving work in you by awaken- 
ing you to a sense of His terrors, will He, 
think you, abandon it by shutting up 
from you the way to His forgiveness, to 



* Rom. iii. 26. ' 1 John ii. 2. 

^ Rom. iii. 26. * 1 Sam. xii. 22, 24. 
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lalvation ? " He that spared not 
his own Son, but dehvered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things ' ?" 

Yet (Samuel teaches us in the next 
place,) trust not presumptuously. Rush 
not from alarm and dejection, into for- 
getfulness of both, and a confident pro- 
fession of the " full assurance of hope '." 
It is your urgent duty, your indispensable 
part, to show that you have learnt " to 
serve the Lord with all your heart," to 
" serve Him in truth with all your heart'." 
Else, there will not be in you that evi- 
dence of your conversion, which His 
glory requires. Else, while " the light 
which is the life of men" has streamed 
upon you, you will prove to have lain 
still " dead in trespasses and sin '." " Be 
ye therefore doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves ^" 



' 1 Sam. xii. 20, 24. 



■ Eph. i 



ft 
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For ^ if ye shall stOl do wickedly, ye diaD 
be consumed '" upon a a pile of slighted 
privileges and neglected warnings. Pray 
therefore, for effort, self-contronl and 
perseverance ! Pray for increase of the 
faith that worketh by love," and of 
the grace that bringeth salvation.'' 
Finally, we are taught by Samuel, 
whom Christ had first taught by His 
Spirit, '^ to love our enemies, bless them 
that curse us, do good to them that 
hate us, and pray for them which des- 
pitefully use us, and persecute us'/' 
Such was the tenour of his behaviour 
towards his fellow Israelites who had so 
unfeelingly and insultingly deposed him 
from the office in which he had done 
them such invaluable services. Such was 
the temper of his honest, hearty, pious 
declaration to them : " As for me, God 
forbid that I should sin against the Lord 
in ceasing to pray for you : but I will 

» 1 Sam. xii. 25. » Matt. v. 44. 
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feach you the good and the right way." 
Observe, that it is sin against the Lord 
to omit supplicating Him on behalf of 
those who have injured us. Observe too 
that we all — and especially we, commis- 
sioned Ministers of the Gospel — should 
try to set the truth in its power and 
purity, as a rule of life, before those for 
whom we pray. We should counsel 
them and remonstrate with them, mildly 
and plainly, while we intercede for them 
at the throne of grace, fervently and fre- 
quently. This is itself no mean part of 
" the good and the right way." May we 
obtain grace to adopt it, and adhere to it, 
through our Supreme and only eifectual 
Intercessor, Jesus, " the Lord our Right- 
eousness." 
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And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were ga- 
thered together, and lamented him, and buried 
him in his house at Ramah. 

The servant of the Lord has never 
finished his v^ork, till he has breathed 
his last breath. He may be withdrawn 
by the considerate and mercifiil provi- 
dence of his Heavenly Master from public 
life : he may be secluded from society, 
confined to his chamber, compelled to 
converse in a feeble whisper, or even for- 
bidden to speak, lest the effort snap the 
slender thread by which his life still 
hangs. Yet, even thus, he has a solemn 
engagement in the service of Christ : and 
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Ire is faithful to it. He is pledged to live 
to the last the life of faitli in the mute 
act of mental prayer ; and he is true to 
that pledge. The lips of his heart are 
moving still, and its tongue is stirring. 
Their sound goes up to heaven, though 
it cannot be heard here below. It is clear 
and eloquent there, though on earth it 
eludes the ear. Blessed in his tranquil 
debility of frame is the dying believer t 
Blessed is he, though he be labouring 
under bodily pain, intense and constant! 
Patience is then his passive exercise of 
faith, while prayer is still its active evi- 
dence before Him who iieareth, as He 
" seeth, in secret." Blessed is th< 
phant, whose Advocate is wafting hi 
expiring ejaculations to the bosom of the 
Father, with his seal upon them ! Blessed 
are they who have an interest which 
Heaven recognises, in his prayers ! j 

These thoughts involuntarily flow froiftf^ 
the mention of the death of Samuel. 
They who stood by his bed side, when 
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life was ebbing, whether they were ad- 
vanced believers, or inconsiderate visi- 
tors, saw perhaps but httle more than a 
holy, placid, release of his spirit from the 
prison of polluted flesh. But the angel 
who had ministered to the " asked of 
God^" the child of prayer, from his 
birth*, was witness to a more glorious 
scene. He saw that intimate commu- 
nion of the redeemed soul with its Re- 
deemer, through *' sanctification of the 
Spirit ' '* which converts the pang of disso- 
lution into the foretaste of bliss. He 
saw, and spread his wings, and led the 
way. Samuel followed : perchance not 
*' Samuel" now. That name remains 
embalming and preserving his memory in 
this lower world. It may be that he 
stands graced with another title before 
the throne of glory. It may be that the 
appellations, which designated the more 
eminent of God's saints whUe thej^ minis- 

1 1 Sam. i. 20. * Matt, xviii. 16. * 1 Pet. i. 2. 
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tered in the preparation of their fellow- 
saints for heaven, and by which they are 
still called, when the Saviour or the Spirit 
speaks of them to surviving mortals, are 
changed for others expressive of their 
their offices in heaven, when they " enter 
into the kingdom '." " It is written, eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him '." But we shrink from press- 
ing a conjecture which is bold, and may 
be vain, though we trust that it is not 
irreverent. 

There is one exception to that unin- 
termitted exercise of the believer's graces 
and gifts, which has been thus spoken of 
as outlasting even his powers of speech 
and motion. A pious and observant 
writer describes it thus, in reference to 
ChristiRn Ministers ; but evidently need 
not be so limited in its application. " It 
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sometiines pleases God tadisfKalify. Aem 
for their work» before He tdbaB tlieiii*46 
their reward. Where He; ghres^^theoi 
wisdom to perceive this, aod grace ^o^ae^ 
quiesce in the dispensation— ^-sa6h a clo^e 
of an honourable life, where tfae^ desire 
to be publicly useful survives the 'power, 
is a loud Amen to all former lidKmrB K*" 

Samuel however, did not fall withtn 
this exception, so far as we can learn. 
He appears to have retained his faculties 
unimpaired to the very dose of his ex*- 
istence, and to have been permitted to 
serve God and man, in word. And deed, 
as well as in thought and intent, till he 
was called to '' sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom ci 
heaven *." We gather this from the fol- 
lowing indications. 

On the first eruption ^ of thiU; fiery and 
self-willed spirit in Saul, which ultimately 

* Cecil's Remains. * Matt. viii. 11 

^ 1 Sara. xiii. 9. 
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wrought his disgrace and destruction, 
Samuel reappears, with undiminished dig- 
nity, to rebuke his presumption, and to 
denounce the judgment which hung over 
him^ We hear of his retiring afterward 
to Gibeah of Benjamin, which was Saul's 
own city. It is to be inferred that he 
had not finally abandoned that rash and 
miserable prince. He stayed, waiting the 
issue of his own awful prophecy, and 
expecting to be the herald of its fulfil- 
ment. Yet he had not utterly given up 
all hope that Saul might " repent and 
turn to God," and " save his soul ahve ;" 
whatever might be the severity of the 
chastisement which he and the whole 
nation were doomed to endure. For 
when he comes forward once more', by 
the direction of the Almighty, to put Saul, 
on a service, by neglecting wliich he fell 
irrecoverably, observe how solemnly and 
earnestly he warns him against that 

' I Sam. xiii. 13, 14. ' 1 Sam. xv. 1. 
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neglect, adding to the emphasis of his 
addre^, by remindtDg him that he had 
received the anction of royalty at his 
hands. " The Lord sent me to anoint 
thee to be king over his people, over 
Israel : now therefore hearken thou unto 
the voice of the words of the Lord '." 
Saul, however, heard only so much as he 
chose to hear. Through no error of 
judgment, nor mistaken compassion, but 
through covetousness or the love of 
pomp, Saul spared the sanguinary tyrant' 
whom lie was enjoined to execute. He 
preferred keeping an illustrious captive to 
grace his triumph or yield him a splendid 
ransom, above availing himself of the last 
opportunity vouchsafed to him by the 
long-suffering of God, of returning to 
obedience, and 6nding a place for re- 
pentance '. This sealed liis doom : and 
Samuel must constrain himself to pro- 
nounce it fixed and irreversible. The 

I 1 Sum, XV. I. ■ See ibid. 03. firatp 

' Ileb. xii. 17. 
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rUflacious hypocrisy of the infatuated 
ofFendev, when first charged with his dis- 
obedience, and the wretched selfishness 
of his petitions after conviction, must 
have somewhat blunted at the moment 
the prophet's feeUng for him. Or rather, 
it was swallowed up at this awful crisis, in 
his devotedness to the mandate of Him 
whose mocked forbearance had now 
reached its term, and who had rejected 
the man who had rejected his word. 
Grave and instructive, as ever, was 
Samuel's delivery of his commission. 
He sweeps away by a breath " the refuge 
of Hes '," under which Saul had tried to 
cloak his guilt. What ? — the spoil which 
God bade thee destroy preserved, not for 
gain, but /or devotion? " Hath the Lord 
as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord ? Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
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rams '." He proceeds with an enei 
ticat coQdemnation of all presumptuous 
sins. " For rebellion is as the siD of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity 
and idolatry '." They who deliberately 
disobey the express commandments of 
the Lord do in effect serve another god. 
■ They who are governed by their own 
corrupt inclinations, in opposition to the 
command of God, do in effect consult the 
teraphim, or the diviners \' And if they 
do so stubbornly, obstinately, in the face 
of light and warnings, they may read the 
end of their souls in the sentence passed 
on the royal culprit : " Because thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, therefore 
He hath rejected thee from being king." 
For it is intended to sound thus in the 
ears of every impenitent sinner; 'Be- 
cause thou hast refused to be saved : 
therefore will He refuse to save thee/ 
As it is to be with Saul, so it is at once 



' Ibid. 23. 

13 
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•»hh Agag. "God is not mocked'." 
The respited sinner is too prone to say, 
" Surely the bitterness of death is past'." 
And then " fear, and tlie pit, and the 
snare'," come with sudden ruin upon 
him. So it was with Agag. Samuel 
forced his own tender spirit into a re- 
solute obedience to the Divine command 
respecting him. We do not know the 
precise import of the phrase by which 
it is signified that he put the detest- 
able leader of the cruel Amalekites to 
death ; or whether it be meant that he 
did so with his own hands, or by an 
order given to others. But of one thing 
we are sure, that there was nothing in 
the act which had the least tinge of in- 
humanity. It was a solemn and public 
execution, marking awfully the inevitable 
course of Divine justice. 

Samuel, with his mantle rent in token 
of the rending of the royal dignity from 

' Gal. vi. r. ' 1 Sam. Sv. 82. 'Isaiah Kxru. IT. 
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Saul^ stayed but to discharge this terrible 
commission. '' Then Saul went to Ra- 
mah : and Saul went up to his house 
to Gibeah of Saul.** They are severed 
now : each has his separate road^ his 
dwelling-place apart from the other. 
** And Samuel came no more to see Saul 
until the day of hts death." He cpuld 
do no more with him, by entreaty, or re- 
monstrance. How he felt for him, we 
shall presently hear. In the interim, be 
it observed (for it bears upon our present 
purpose) that Samuel had one involuntary 
sight of Saul afterward, when in his vin- 
dictive pursuit of David, he intruded on 
the sanctuary of Ramah ^ ; and was so 
strangely restrained and baffled as to be 
compelled to join, for the second time in 
his life, in transports and in musings on 
things Divine, to which his heart was dull 
and his spirit adverse, though once before, 
and only once, he had mingled in them 

1 1 Sam. xix. 18—24. 
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•■Wth " another heart '." This was a 
mysterious violence now put upon his 
rebel tongue : he would have spoken 
with passionate profaneness : but words 
of a sacred cast came to his lips and 
forced their way. Thus did the Lord at 
once honour tlie precincts of Naioth by 
averting blasphemy from the ears of its 
pious tenants, and teach His people that 
to gifts, unaccompanied with graces, they 
were not to trust : neither were they to 
covet them. ' Though Saul prophesied, 
his heart continued corrupt and un- 
changed'.' How is it then that we i-ead 
that " nevertheless Samuel mourned for 
Saul ' V How ? because ' in this is the 
difference betwixt good men and evil, 
that evil men mourn not for their own 
sins; good men do so mourn for the sins 
of others, that they will hardly be per- 
suaded to desist *.' At last " the Lord 
said to Samuel, How long wilt thou 

1 1 Sara. X. 5—12. ' Orton. ' 1 Sam. xv. 35. 
Bp. Hall'a ContempUtioiis, xiii. §. 2, 
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mourn over Saul, seeing I have rejected 
him from reigning over Israel '■ 1" ' Good 
Samuel mourned for him, who had not 
grace to mourn for himself.' ' God did 
not blame this sorrow, hut moderated it ; 
" howlo?ig wilt thou mourn for Saul ?" It 
was not the affection he forbade, but the 
excess ^' Let vs take notice that if we ex- 
cuse ourselves from caring for the wicked, 
because they are wicked, we are not of 
Samuel's mould : nor indeed of the spirit 
of One greater than Samuel, who wept 
over the sinners for whom He suffered. 

However, God had more active work 
for our mourner yet. To the house of 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, the grand-child 
of Ruth, is he directed. ' Saul was sent 
to Mm, when the time was, to be anoint- 
ed : but now he is sent to anoint David, 
Then Israel sought a king for themselves, 
now God seeks a king for Israel'.' Samuel 
is startled at first at the peril of the 

' 1 Sam. Kvi. 1. 

' Bialiop UbU's Contemplations, xiii. §. 2. ' lb 
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commission. He seems half-disposed to 
shrink from it. " How can I go ? If 
Saul hear it, he will kill me '." So per- 
tinaciously do the fear of man and the 
love of this life cHng to the heart even of 
the experienced and assured behever. 
The wisdom of God indicates a lawful 
way ^ by which he may safely do his er- 
rand at Bethlehem, without provoking 
the evil-minded by publishing that which 
God, for the present thought fit to con- 
ceal. Our prophet's momentary vacilla- . 
tion ceases, (would that our fits of irreso- 
lution were all as brief as his !) he pro- 
ceeds, arrives, receives one more of those 
lessons which God is ever patiently be- 
stowing, on the infirmity of human judg- 
ment % and is directed by an overruling 
impulse from Him who looketh not " 5n 
the outward appearance, but on the heart," 
to inaugurate Saul's younger, but better 
neighbour ' for the throne. " Samuel took 
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 



' 1 Sam. xvi. 2. 



■ Ibid. 2, ; 
1 Sam. zv. : 



' Ibid. 7. 
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midst of his brethren, and the spirit of 
the Lord came upon David from that day 
forward. So Samuel rose up, and went 
to Ramah '." 

His journeyings were ended. His visit 
to Bethlehem, under that Divine and 
animating commission, was their gracious 
and glorious close. We hear not that he 
stirred from thence any more. We believe 
not that he did. Yet he gave himself 
not to entire seclusion. At fourscore 
years and upward, he found employment 
suitable to his age, and honourable to his 
God, in presiding over a school of the 
prophets, at Naioth. These schools (or 
colleges) were academical institutions of 
a peculiar sacrcdness, in which " select 
youth were instructed in the knowledge 
of the law, and the exercise of devotions. 
Upon many of these disciples God con- 
ferred the spirit of prophecy, and pro- 
bably most of the subsequent prophets 
were elected from these schools, not 



I I Sam. xvi. 13. 
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^Indeed necessarily, but because they had 
therein been fitted and prepared for the 
sacred influence. They were under the 
direction of a Prophet really inspired, who 
was considered as a father to the society," 
whence they are occasionally called " the 
sons of the prophets'." Samuel in the 
first instance, and after him Elijah and 
Elisha " employed themselves in founding 
and superintending these seminaries in 
different parts of the land '." Samuel was 
engaged in fostering the one which he 
had planted near his birth-place, when 
Saul rushed in upon the pious band, and 
found (as we have seen ^) the power, no 
less than the presence of God there. Oh 
that everyunhallowed intrusion on schools 
and seminaries of religious learning may 
ever thus be stayed 1 May the insidious 
subverter of their principles, and the rude 

' Bishop Gray's Key, Preface to the second 
Book of Samuel. 

' Bishop Gray's Key. See 1 Sam. xix. 20—24. 
I Kings XX. 35—42. 2 Kings ii. 3—7. 

' Pfige 175. 
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disturber of their peace, be alike repulsed 
and discomfited ! 

Such were the last days of Samuel : 
holy and useful : an in-gathering of peace 
and blessedness to himself: a seed time of 
early piety to others. " The hoary head" 
was here " a crown of glory, being found 
in the way of righteousness '." We have 
in him a pattern, perfect as any human 
pattern can be, of zealous piety from 
childhood to the grave. To the grave, 
let us now attend him. We have already 
ventured to imagine his death-scene. 

" Samuel died, and all the Israelites 
were gathered together, and lamented 
him, and buried him in his house at Ra- 
mah." All Israel lamented him : all, 
without exception : even those whom his 
integrity had shamed, his faithfulness had 
offended. Those who had dreaded the 
prophet and the judge, wept for their 
countrymen, their friend, their father. 
In some relation or other of life, the true 
servant of God is sure to make himself 
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tear to every human being with whom he 
is thrown into connexion. It is not known 
how he is valued, till he dies. His very 
enemies find that they had a reluctant 
esteem for him., " Lord, let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last 
end be like his '." 

Observe, they lamented for him in 
Ramuh, even in his own city. This was 
bringing the sincerity of the grief that 
was felt for him to the closest test, the 
home-test. If you would know what a 
man has really been, inquire how his loss 
is felt among those wlio knew him most 
intimately, and were most affected by his 
temper and disposition. Oh the seai'ch- 
ing acuteness of this simple test ! Oh for 
grace so to live, as domestic and sociai 
Christians, that our characters may abide 
it, after death ! 

One awful scene remains, of singular 
and momentous interest '. From that 
intermediate state of bUssful repose in 
which " the spirits of the just made per- 

mb. sxiii. 10. '1 Sam. xxviii. 
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feet" await " the voice of the archat^ 
and the trump of God," which is to an- 
nounce the final celebration of the Re- 
deemer's triumph, Samuel is audaciously 
evoked by a poor, infatuated slave of 
Satan, whom Saul urged to have recourse 
to her divinations for this impious purpose, 
although in a temporary mood of wiser 
thought he had chased all the wretched 
beings who dealt in these " lying won- 
ders" from the land. Now we might 
expect that the blasphemous adjuration 
would have no other issue than that of 
total and shameful disappointment. But 
God's " ways are not as our ways: neither 
his thoughts as our thoughts '." " He 
taketh the wise in their own craftiness '." 
To the horror even of the miserable 
female who had pretended to have power 
to bring him up, the disembodied spirit of 
Samuel does arise, and appear. He re- 
bukes the godless hardihood of the now 
trembling pair before him, in words which 
describe (as is often the case in Scriptural 
' Isa. Iv. 8. ' Job y. 13. 
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language) the intention, rather than the 
effect of their sinful attempt. Blessed 
spirits cannot be " disquieted :" but Saul 
and his confederate had done all tkeg. 
could to disquiet ' Samuel. He came, se- 
date, though clad in terrors, bidden of 
God, and not of them, to declare death 
and judgment to be at the door to con- 
firm the worst apprehensions of the con- 
science-stricken apostate, to say to him,' 
" The Lord is departed from thee and is 
become thine enemy." "To-morrow shalt 
thou and thy sons be with me ;" that is, 
to-morrow they shall die. " With me," in 
the region of departed souls (as Abraham 
and Lazarus were with the rich man in 
the parable) but with a great gulph be- 
tween us, a barrier impassable and eternal. 
The days of supernatural appearances 
and visitations closed with the age of 
the Apostles. No spirit from Paradise 
has revisited earth and spoken to man' 
since the Bible was completed. Allj 
such miraculous interferences, which took 
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place before, were intended either to i 
rich that record, as food for the faith of 
its readers, or to anticipate, for especial 
purposes, revelations which its pages, 
while yet imperfect, could not disclose. 
Let us gratefully use the privilege which 
we enjoy, in the possession of the Jinisked 
word of God ! Samuel's life and Samuel's 
pen, both guided by the inspiration of 
God, contributed to form and fill it. That 
contribution we have been studying, not 
without prayer, and therefore we may hum- 
bly hope, not with without profit. O Lord 
Jesu Christ, " our strength and our Re- 
deemer," sanctify ever by thy Spirit, " the 
words of our mouths, and the meditations 
of our hearts ^" that with Samuel and all 
thy saints, we may one day meet and 
know Thee in Thy " Father's house ' !" 

' Ps. xix. II. = John xi^ 
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